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REMARKS on two CHARGES, Se. 


My Lo Rp, 


AVING lately met with, where I leaſt ex- 
H pected any thing of ſuch a Nature, ſome Frag- 
ments of two Charges, delivered by your Lord. 
ſhip to the Clergy of your Dioceſs, my Curioſity led me 
to enquire after and peruſe the Performances throughout. 
Your Lordſhip's known Skill and Zeal in all the Bran- 
ches of Church. Heraldry and Power ; your profound E 
rudition, and exact Knowledge of all the Fables of the 
Ancients concerning . Hobgoblins and Fairies ; of their 
Whbims, allegorical Reveries, and caballiſtical Dreams 
and Viſions, join'd with a warm and ſincere, I can't ſay 
aifintereſied, Concern for the Eſtabliſhment of Tythes and 
Orthodoxy, very much raiſed my Attention. Upon the 
Petuſal it appears that Liberty would be in as immigent 
Danger from your Loraſbip's Model of Chriſtianity, as 
you apprehend the Church to be from the Progreſs af 
Liberty, and the Downfall of Uſarpation, Tyranny, Su- 
perflition, and ſpiritual Bondage. Without any ſervile 
Fear therefore, (choꝰ were I to pay ſuch a ſlaviſh Reſpect 
to any, I know none that would be more de/erving of it 
than your Lord/>ip,) I ſhall examine ſome of the moſt 
material Patticulars contained in theſe Charges to your 
Clergy. Had either of them fallen ſooner into my 
Hands, it might have engaged earlier Animadverſions, 
A 2 : | Probably 
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of the Church. *Tijs allowed an awful Deference is due 
to your Lordſhip, and thoſe of your Lordſhip's Charac. 
ter, whoſe peculiar Province is, to be in the right, and 
whoſe Buſineſs is, newer to be miſtaken. Theſe are Bleſ- 
ſings of an uncommon Size, when held without the ab. 
Juerd Claims of lafallibility. But ſtill as Chriſtians "tis 
our Right, as Proteflants is our Privilege, and as Eng- 
li/>men tis our Glory, that we dare judge for ourſelves 


in Matters of Faith and Religion. When we conſider | N 
ourſelves under theſe ſeveral Relations, there cen be no 


Virtue in blind. folding our Underſtandings. Paſſive O- 


 bedience is equally odious in Church and Stale, whether 


it be to the Will of an arbitrary Prince, or the Dictates 
of a tzrannical Clergy, I need offer no farther Apology 
for the honeſt Freedom I ſhall uſe in the following Ad- 
dreſs to your Lordſhip. 

In the Iotroduètion to your firſt Charge, tis obſerved, 
«« that ® the good Providence of God removed you from 
j our former Dioceſs to your native Country.“ I fhall 
not take upon me to enquire whether it was a good Pro- 
vidence to your Lordfhip, or to the Clergy of that Dio- 
ceſs you were removed from, or to both together, But, 
my Lord, you muſt allow me to be alittle ludicrous up- 
on proper Occaſions, It puts me in Mind of a C.uniry 
Clergy man, who, upon leaving the Flock committed to 
his Charge, oblerved, in your Lordſhip's Dialect, that 
the good Provicence of God had removed him, — A 
poor Pariſh- Boy took Occaſion to aſk the Reverend Am- 
belſador, if Providence had called him to a /e er gene- 


fite, or a more advantagtous Sikuation. To the Latter | 


” Charge 1, "OE | be 


Probably it will be urged, tis 1nfi/e/ity or worſe, to 
expoltulate on any Points of this Nature with a Biſhop 


rs wg gus- 


T4 
be ſifre, replies the Man cf God; ſo I concluded, ſaye 
he, or Providence might have ca/{edeverſo loud and long 
before you would have condeſcended to have given itan 
Hnfwer. The Lad you'll admit muſt be one of Wal. 
ſon's Diſciples, and was ſliding towards Infidelity apace. 
What will become of prizftly Prerogative, if Men are 
ſufferad io make ſuch ſaucy and wicked Reflections? Bat 
the Application I leave to your 2 and the intelli- 
gent Reader. 

In the next Page “ you go on thus; © I all n now 
© proceed to another Subject that is too /cea/onab/e in our 
« preſent Circumſtances to be paſt over in Silence; I 
„% mean, upon due Conſideration of the State of our 
« national Church, I ſhall now ſhew how we may moſt 
*« effeually, in our ſeveral Stations, contribute to its- - 
4% Support, and be belt qualified for the Defence of it, 
«* againſt the open Attacks, and dark Deſigns of its Ad- 
% veiſaries, of whatever Denomination. : 

What! the Church io Danger, my Lord? The Perfec- 
tion of Beauty, ard the Joy of the whole Body of.the 
Clergy, in Danger of falling? If fo, 'tis reaſonable that 
the Solemnities of the Pulpit ſhould propagate the Alarm, 
give Authority to our Fears, and that in our ſeveral Sta- 
tions we ſhould exert our joint Erdeavours to remove 
them, But whence, my Lord, ariſe theſe chimerica! Re- 
preſentations? Have we not a Prince on the Throne, 
whoſe good Inclinations, as well as rozal Mord, engage 
him to preſerve inviolably the Libeities of all his Sub- 
jects? Are we not happy under his auſpicious Govern- 
ment in the free Poſ/z/ion of many valuable Bleſſings ? 
TIS we not Perſons of great Worth and lategrity, ths 


fit 
g 8 - Charge I, P. 4+ 
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fit at che Helm; and if there are any there of a differnt 


Chara&er, yet they have ben always true to their Prin- 
ciples and the Times, and as tenacious of the Rights of 
the Church, as your Loraßbip? Have not all the viſio- 
nary Schemes of a Rival Pretender to the Crown been 
long ſince baffled, and his Hopes blaſted for ever? Are 


our national Concerns in this happy Situation, and yet 


the national Church groaning under the bittereſt Extre- 
mity and Diſtreſſes ? — You would not have it believ- 
ed that when our Rights and Properties are moſt ſecure, 
when the wiſeſt Laws are enacted, and thoſe Laws exe- 
cuted without Partiality or Corruption z when Reaſon tri- 
umphs over Craft and Superſtition, your Lordſhip would 
Not have it believed, that under ſuch Circumſtances the 


Church is under the greateſt Danger? Can the Church 


never be ſafe, unleſs the Laws, Learning, and Liberties 
of the Nation are brought into Wreck and Ruin? Theſe 
ill-tim'd, or, in your Lordſhip's Phraſe, /za/onab/eAlarms, 
may fill the Minds of the Clergy with Sedition, and their 
Mouths with Rage and Clamour ; but can they ever 
contribute to recommend Virtue, to eſtabliſh rational Pi- 
ety and Religion? 

"Tis obſervable that the Cry of the Danger of the 
Church, has always been made uſe of more or leſs in 
exatt Proportion to the Progreſs of common Senſe, and 
the Declenſion of a Spirit of Bigotry and Bondage. But, 
my Lord, ſuch Reports come with an ill Grace fromthe 
Friends of the Church, how entertaining ſoever they may 
prove to its Enemies. The Church of Chrif encounter- 
ed the ſevereſt Difficulties, and the warmeſt Oppoſition, 
Jt had not only the Magi/lracy, but the Mab and the 
P:i:flhoed ; the High-Church Dignitaries of the Jewiſo 

Conſtitution, 


w—_ _ mm. 1 * 1 


, (2 ) 
Conſtitution, join'd in a Conſpiracy agsioſt it 5 yetths 
ſpiritual Weapons of Truth, Honeſty, and Difintereſted. 
neſs overpower'd them all. And as to future Ages, we 
are expreſsly foretold the Gates of Hell ſhall never pre. 
vail againſt it, What means this, my Lord |. Are the 
= Intereſts of the Church of Chrif, and the Church of 
England not only diſiinꝭ, but oppoſite in their very Ne- 
ture? One always /afe, t'other aiways in Danger ? One; 
proof againſt the Raillery of Infidels, and Rage of Hell; 
t'other trembling at the Efforts of a few Bot- baaded Ems 
1hbufrafs and Diſſeniers? Then ſurely, according to your 
Toraſpip's Scheme, they cannot. be very near a-kim 
However, I would be underſtood to ſpeak with due Re- 


verence to the Coſſack, — Let them be one and the 
ſame, notwithſlandiog all this, and what the Prieſts'have 


join'd, let no Man put aſunder. 

About the Time your Lordſhip's firſt Gan was dell; 
vered to your preſent Dioceſan Clergy, among others 
who attacked Chriſtianity with little Sincerity, and leſa 
Succeſs, Mr. Weo/fon an Apoſſatæ Clergyman, was one 
of the moſt conſiderable, ® whoſe Name I preſume is 
not forgotten by your Lordſhip, Probably his Diſcourſes- 
are the poiſonous Libels you refer to, + '* againit the In- 
e fection of which, proper Preſervatives were uſed.”” 


But what Preſervatives did your Lordſhip judge proper 


on that Oecaſion ? Were you conſcious of any eu 


or Inſufficiency in your elaborate and bulky Defence of 
Chriſtianity, that you fled for Refuge to the. ſecular 
Arm, and called to your Afiltonce the Jaiutacy Mich of ' 
a - 


* SerWoolion' 1 Anſwer to the „ Biſhop of 8. David's, 
dedicated to the Queen. + See Charge, p 4. 


GS 3 
a Fine and a Dungeon? I have been informed, that 
Judicrous Writer declared upon his Trial, that our late 
Worthy Metropolitan expreſſed himſelf thus, with rela- 


tion to that unchriſtian Proſecution ; for ſhouid I call, 


it Perſecution the World would never believe that B;/ops 
had any hand in the matter: © Mr. Moolſton, I am ſorry 
« for yourSufferings, but had you wrote ten times as much 
* apainſtChriftianity, without attacking clerica/ Authority 
* and Power, you bad been /afe and wimo/efled ſtill.“ — 
However that be, permit me to obſerve, my Lord, and 
with an honeſt Concern for the Honour of Chriſtianity I 
ſpeak it, this very Conduct gave a greater Reputation to 
Mr. Noolſton's Ribaldry and Diſfradtion, than it could 
otherwiſe have obtuin'd ; and even a greater than your 
Lordfpip's- writing againſt him. "Tis natural to ſhew 
Compaſſion for thoſe who ſuffer for any Peculiarity in 
their Notions, to be prejudiced in favour of their Cauſe, 
and to expreſs a gererovs Indignation at the Authors and 
| Abettors of their Sufferings. Was Mr, Wool/on deli- 
vered over to the ſailor, to be buffeted for the Salvation 
of his Soul, or the Suppreſſion of his Libels ? A Dun- 
geon could never enlighten his Underſiandivg ; and Ja- 
Adelity rejoiced in ſuch a favourable Opportunity of 


ſpreading abroad the ingloriour Fame of his Impriſonment 


and Writings ; not to mention, that as Truth fandi not 
in weed, ſo it ſro orns ſuch wicked "_u to ſupport its Au- 
thority, | 

As I have no Concern with the Hifory of the Puritans, 
I ſhall take no farther notice of your Remarks on 
that Head, than what neceſſarily comports with my 
Deſign to expoſe the Wickedne/s end Folly of claiming a 


Juriſdi ion over Conſcience; ard invading the Monarchy, 
the 
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the unverſal Monarchy of Earth, as well as Heaven, 
»Tis obſerved, that“ the long- ago conſuted Pretentions 
of the old Puritans, ate brought afreſh on the Stage. 
Were not their Pretenſions founded upon the ſame Prin- 
ciple with the Reformation itſelf, the Right of private 
Judgment, and acting according to it in matters of Re- 
ligion? Will your Lordſbip deny this ? Who then con- 
” futed their Pretenſions? No Friends to the Reformation, 
to the Church of England, would attempt it; and did 
they, (I hope your Loraſbip will agree with me in this,) 
ſuch Attempts would have been vain and fruitleſs,” True, 
they had many wild antic Extravagences among them; 
and a g/oomy Iliotiſm that uſurped the name of Virtue, 
which fill prevails amongſt many of their Suceeſſors and 
Diſciples.—They worſhiped God as if the Dewi/ was in 
them; but ſtill the diſtinguiſhing Principle they ſeparated 
upon, was a generous Zeal for, ard a noble Attzchmenr 
to, the Liberties of their Country, But I forbear-to make 
Wey for the Danger of the Church.— “ The viru- 
* lent Reflections on the two renowned Archbiſhops 
« Parker and Whitgi/t, the late Attempt on the /ega/ 
« Maintenance of the Clergy by Tythes; thoſe latter ones 
* on the Diſcipline of the Habliſßed Church, and the 
© legal juriſdiction of the Governors of it, in concurrence 
* with the Growth of Infidelity, Prophaneneſs, and Im- 
© morality — The Numbers of thoſe that are Unbelicu- 
*' ers, or are for no EHabliſment of Chrillianity at all, 
* or are di/affefed to the preſent Eflabliſhment of it a- 
* mongſt us ; from theſe Views we can't but have ſome 
* melancho/ly Thoughts concerning the final Iſſue and 


5 B «« Reſult 
* Charge 1. p. 5. + F. 5. Charge 1. 


EF: 120 } 
« Reſvltof Things.” My Lord, chear up your Spirits, 
melancholly Thoughts often iſſue in a fixed /erttled Delirium. 
Witneſs the Cra/t/man of Epheſus, Their Zeal for their 
Goddeſs, and her ſilver Shrines, ſoon improved itſelt into 
a vensrable Frenz), and a canſecr ated Riot; ſo that they 
knew not wherefore they came together, The Men 
were mad, but ſtill they were profoundly orthodox, my 
Lord,—' Twas not the Godze/z that they worſhipped, but 
the very Object of Prieſtly Adoration throughout all ſuc- 
geflive Ages, —ber Silver Shrines ! But the Particolars 
referred to, deſerve a cloſer Examination. Can a faith. 
ful Hiſtory of the Character of one or two renowned Ec- 
cleſiaſtics be a Reprosch upon their Order? If ſo, what 
the Po Obſerved as to Pries of all Religions, may be 
juſily applicable to P/ iets of all Ages, that they are the 
ſame ; inſpired with the /ame Luft of Dominion and 
Power, the /ame Thir/? for Blood, the /ame Zeal for 
Knavery and Perſecution. —But whatever your Lord- 
ſhip may think, I can't fall in with ſo awi/d an Opinion, 
As Truth can never ſuffer by exploding dark unſcriptur al 
Syſtems, or as Ph Hic can never be brought into Diſgrace 
by a jult Contempt of Puacks and Empirics; fo neither 
can the Church be ever hurt by an honeſt Repreſenta- 
tion of CharaQters or Facts that tend nei her to its Secu- 
rity or Honour. The late Attempt on the legal 
« Maintenance of the Clergy by Tithes,” likewile a- 
wakens your Lordſhip's Reſentmen's. Suppoſing, my 
Lord, there had been any Regulation of Tithes, would 
this have brought the Church into Danger? Would there 
be no Priefls, no Biſhops, were there no Tithes no Efla- 
bliſhmenti? Is all the Devotion of the Clergy bound up 
in theſe, my Lord? It ſeems, tis the ſame as to Ecclefi- 


aflical 
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aftical and military Sguadr ons, and that the Prowwg of 
the Church as well as of 4rmizs, depends upon good Pay 
and Proviſion ; and thoſe who we enliſted into the Ser- 
vice of both alike, may fight for Hire, but will deſert 
their re/pefive Poſts, if there be no other Reward thay 
the Proſpect of being ſerviceable to their Country. But 
if the Church be in any Danger, there are ſome more 
probable Reaſons to be aſſigned for it, than thoſe which 

are pointed at by your Lordſhip, Is there no Danger 
from Bigotry and Superſtition ; from Church-Pride and 
Tyranny ; from the i//egal and arbitrary Pretenfions of 
inſolent Ecclefiaftics *“? Is there no Danger of its being 
brought into Reproach from Biſhops that never preach, 
from Divines that never fady, unleſs it be how to ag- 
grandize themſelves, and ofpre/s the Laity, by their bigh 
exorbitant Claims as to Ecclefiaftical Fes and Revenues ? 
Is there no Danger from the rigid uncharitable /mpo/ition 
of forged Creeds and Formuralies upon the Chriſtian Peo- 
ple? ls there no Danger from the Clergy's wearing to, 
or at leaſt ſubſcribing DoQrines, as true, which they believe 
to be falſe and unſcriptural, and being guilty of ſelamn 
Perjury, in the Name of the Lord? Is the Church in no 
Danger (rom that little aukwardStiffne/s and Pedantry of 
Behaviour, from that Fury which wears the Moſk of - 
Zeal; from that Diafection to the Protelant Family on 
the Throne, which, (yourLordſhip can't be ignorant of it) 
reigns among a conſiderable Part of the #/erior Clergy ? 
Is there no Dazger when the Church has a greater Share 
B 2 in 


* Of what avail the Abolition of Paganiſm, if aue ſtill 
retain the worſl Part of it, and have an Army of Chri- 
2 Prieſts, that delight in Bloodſbid and Confaſion? 

I. 46. 
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in our Merriments than in our Prayer: ;z when our Teal bp. D 
for it grows abarm in our Cups, but Fagrater in our De- x, 
votions ? —— Theſe are ſuch Reaſons for the Danger of 4 => 
the Church, as well deſerved your Notice; aud which, | 5 C 
my Lord, as à Chriſian Biſhop at leaſt, you had done is 
well to conſider, But I aſk Pardon, your Lordſhip's . — 
Fears may ariſe from another Quarter. | 35 ti 
If wetakea view of the Reign of King Charles the Se- ; 4 tc 


cond, we ſhall find that 1n#elity and Prophanene/s were 
never ſo rampant in the Land as then, from the Refar- 
mation, down to the preſent Times. Upon the Reftora- 
til, the Flood-gates of Hell and Rome ſeemed to be let 
open upon us. And yet in that % ra the Church 
was proſperous and flouriſhing; the Prieſſs pampered 
with Luxury, and no Complaints known of Danger. But 
when Liberty and King Nilliam aſcended the Britiſh 
Throne, its Complaints were renewed, and excepting a 
ſhort Interval in the following Reign, have been con- 
tinued ever ſince. 

Your Leraſbis complains of the Growth of Infidelity 3 
nor, according tothe modern uſe of the Phraſe, are your 
Lordſhip's Complaints needleſs! We have Multuudes ia 
this Nation, and may the Number daily increaſe! that 
don't always Believe, neither ao, the Clergy, It has 
indeed been the Complaint of every Age, the former 
Times were better than theſe, The Cry is as fale as tis 
common. But do Infiie/ity, Immorality, and Propbane- 
neſs grow? What can be the reaſon of this? Are the 
Clergy, who ought to be the {dwocazes of Chriſtianity, 
and Guardians of our Liverties, grown more ignorant 
than in former Times? Or are they grown more profii- 


gate and wicked ? Do ther Lives make Athiij's, ar their 
| 5 | Doc- 


5 (8 1 
Di. ar ines — Whatever Infideli may pretend, your 
Zorgbbi⸗ will not ſupgeſt this? In the Body politic, 


wicked Governors and a corrupt {adminiſtration propagate 
Corruption among all inferior, Ranks of Subjects: AG 
is ic not the ſame as to Religion ?-— Are the Times bad? 
— *Tis your Lordjbip's, and the Clergy's Buſineſs 30 make 
= them beiter. *Tis in your power to reform the World, 
5 to bring Virtue into Faſbion; and *tis with an il grate 
Men complain of Evils that are of their awn begetting-? 
Is it Matter of Fact that the Number of Uabelievers daily 
> increaſes? What Account is then to be given of the Vi- 
"oh gilance ard Conduct of a pompous ſpiritual Soldiery, ra- 
7 tain'd for the Service of the Church and Truth? Age 
they not bleſſed with national Honours and Preferments ? 
4 7 ls not the World prejudiced on their Side? Haye they 
not the Advantage of a good Cauſe, and yet after all, 
an unegual Match tor a few naked Unbelievers? Surely, 
my Lord, they il] deſerve to be kept in conllapt Pay, 
K * who are either too lazy to fight, or too unſkilfel to con- 
1 5 quer, when the Oppoſition is ſo weak and trifling, Su- 
perſtition has been generally the Parent of Infidelity ; and 
RX the leng-ago exploded Abſurdities and Traditions of Di. 
XX vine Right, uninterrupted Succeſſion, &c. which have 
been vamped up afreſh, and retailed abroad by ſome of 
= our modern Hierarchical Champions be. ſpeaks them 
. better qualify'd to increaſe the Doubts, and confirm the 
Prejudices of Unbelievers, than to ſatisfy and remove 
'N them. When the Noſtrams ef a Party are dreſſed up as 
k the Eſſentials of Chriſtian Worſhip, no wonder if Per- 
X ſons of volatile Diſpoſitions ſhould confound Truth and 
3 Error, and teject Chriſtianity itſelf as an Impoſture. 
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But are our ® refileſs Adverſaries abroad waiting for 
the Advantages they reap from the Proſpe& of Confuſi- 
on at home ? Still *tis your Lordſhip's and the Clergy's 
Buſineſs to diſappoint their Hopes, Have we Confuſi- 
ons at Home? Remove the Cauſe, the Efed# will ceaſe 
of courſe. Who more likely to propagate Confuſion, 
then they who raiſe a /umu/tuous Alarm of the Danger of 
the Church ? who would eſtabliſh a Prelauical. Joriſdicti- 
on on a Level with the civil Conflitution it/e!f, and con- 
ſequenily repreſent the Church, as inveſted with a Power 
.to deſtroy, as well as ſave; to excommunicate Princes, 
-as well as pardon and abſolve them ? Inſtead of this, ex- 
ert your Influence, my Lord, to heal Strife, and unite 
Proteſlants: Put an end to the uncharitable Differences 
"among them ; recommend Principles of Love and Bene- 
volence, not to a AHinguiſbing Set or Party, but to the 
+ Whole Race of Mankind; cultivate a Spirit of Meekneſs 
end Charity towards Chriſtians of different Sentiments 
and Denominations ; reſign all authoritative Claims oyer 
Conſcience, and let the Clergy ceaſe from invading the 
Rights of their Fellow-Creatures, and the ſole Prerogs- 
tive of the D-ity ; give up the rigid Impoſition of things 
confeſſedly indifferent in their own Natore, and make 
the Gates of the Church as wide as the Gates of Hea- 

ven. | 
In Page 8, your Lordſhip obſerves, that “we live 
in an incredulous Age, that? much indulges Scep- 
** ticiſm, end diſputes the Grounds of Fai:h that have 
been all along recetved.“ Aſſerting the Right of private 
Judgment, and denying the 1nfallibility of the Church, 
may perhaps be repreſenied as Incredulity by your Loꝶd- 
ſhip. 
® Charge 1. P. 6. 
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ſhip. But waviog that, let an honeſt Reverence be pald 
to Notions that have been received; yet I hope your 
Lordſhip's Faith is not ſettled merely upon Tradition. 
Let that be the boalled unenvied Claim of a corrupt Hi- 
erarchy and Pridftcraft ; but all good Proteſtants will 
build their Faith upon a nobler Foundation. Scepticiſin 
can never prove as injurious to Chriſtianity, (what it may 

t the Church you art belt able to determine,) as Cre- 
dulity and an #mplicit Obedience. Enquiring into the 
Grounds of Faith can't weaken, but confirm and eſta- 
bliſh its Autbority.,——1I agree tbat we ought to be al- 
ways ready, acd Ladd able, to give an Anſwer to every 
one that aſks a Realon of the Hope that is in us. We 

*© cught to be prepared to evince the Grounds and Ne- 

** cellity of reforming the Church of England, from the 

© Tdolatries, Superſtitions, and Uſurpations of the Romr 
„ Communion.” But ought we not, my Lord, in this 
to be conſiſtent with ourſelves? Or of what Avail to de- 
liver an elaborate Charge againſt Popery, and at the ſame 
Time be for eftabliſhing a Protefant Popery at home? 
To dethrone his Ho/ine/5, and ſet up in his Room an Zr. 
/e/libilitz of your own at Litchfield or Lambeth ; to de- 
ferd our Church upon the Authority of thoſe very Prin- 
ciples you explode as to the Romi/ſs Church and Commu. 
nion ? put the Caſe, out of Reſpect to your Lord. 
ſhip, III not urge it as Fact, that when you had con- 
demned Bowings and Proſtrations to Saints, Iacenſe be. 
fore, and Selutations to, their Images, ® the grave Paſto- 
ral Charge being concluded, you (very conſiſtently, my 
Lord) tack'd about, awd made a right Reverend Bow to 


the Altar. It will perhaps be ſaid, tis om of Gratitude, 


an 


Charge 2. p 9. 
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1 Acknowledgmeat ( Favours, and a Tribute paid for 
the Gold received from the Altar. But (till would not your 
Loreſhip s Conduct in ſuch a Caſe defiroy all the Force 
of your Reaſonings ? Spectators will conclude that you 
harangue for Pay but act upon Principle. —— | remember 
what I once, heard from your Lordſhip, ** Speculative 
« Notions are loſt upon the Generality of Mankind, but 
* Example has its Influence on the meareſt Capacity." 
The next Particular that deſerves Notice, is your Ob- 
ſervation *, that we ought to have juſt Apprebenſions 
« of the Judgments of God upon us, in removing our 
% Candleſtick, for our moſt ſhameful Abuſes of the Light 
« of the Goſpel, and our preferring the Return of Hea- 
* thaniſm both in Principle and Practice to a Divine 
Revelation.“ I would hope your T.ordſhip doth not 
mgan this of the Clergy, to whom your Charge is par- 
ticularly directed. If this Repreſentation be Matter of 
Fact, I am ſorry for it, my Lord: Wich all Reverence 
to your ſacred Character, I would willingly believe that 
in this one Inflance "tis poſſible for you to be miſlaken. 
But if you will inſiſt upon it, I muſt ſubmit to your 
Lordſhip's ſuperior Judgment, However, if ſo, I find 
according to your Conceſſion, that the Prieſthood are not 
| ſo zealous in guarding againſt the Return of Heatheniſm, 
as 2gainlt the lols of ſpititual Tithes and Jorifdiftion. 
Tis obvious, that the Cry of Judgments, by an un- 
ſeaſonable Application, bave loſt much of their Force 
and Terror, and have been generally wrefled to ſerve 
alike on both Sides of a Queſtion. Zul. a famous 
Reformer, being burnt for Hereſy, "(was reported his 
Heart 


| . Charge 1, P.'g. 
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Heart was found entire and unconſumed from the 
Aſhes, The Papiſts urged that it denoted the 
Hardneſs and Obduracy of his Heart; the Proteſtants, 
with equal Prepricty, that is none at all, repreſented it 
as a Sign of its Firinneſs and Integrity. — In Days of 
Yore it was believed, that the Entrails of Beaſts prophe- 
fied ; and Birds chattered Futurity ; and is it not equally 
miraculous, that Judgments ſhould ariſe out of the Duff, 
and that Dreams or Broomſticks ſhould prognoſticate the 
Dilpleaſure of Heaven? But, my Lord, if Judgments 
mult take Place; of a/l Judgments, tis the greateſt to 
be deluded by ſuch idle and ſuperſliticus Notions, to in- 
dulge ſuch avid and wiffonary Fears. 

What next offers to View, is your Lordſhip's high 
Encomiums on the efab/i2"'dEpi/copal Church, where you 
obſerve that it /ands ® on a Level with'the civil Conſti- 


 tution itſelf. Only on a Level, my Lord? A kind and 


gracious Conceflion ! The Church and King, as your 
Lordſhip well knows, has been the Toaſt of Orthodoxy 
for ſome Ages. The Mitre bore the Preheminence, and 
the Crown truckled to its Dictates. But Tempera mutan- 
tor & nos mutamur in illis. 

It is well known how King Henry the Second was ex. 
communicated by the Pope, for affronting a mean. born, 
ſaucy, ſeditious, and ungrateful Prieſt; who, by his 


Prince's Favour, had been promo'ed to the higheſt Dig- 
nities in the Kingdom, Nor did the Vengeance of the 


Church ceaſe with the Rebel's Death. The Prieſt- riddeh 


Monarch was obliged to attone for his former want of 
Docility and Submiſſion to the boly See, Before he 
could procure an Abſctution, he was ſentenced to walk 


C barefoot 
2 Charge I, of 10. 
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r 
barefoot to the infamous Rebel, Tho. a Becket's Tomb, 
and there was whip'd and ſcourg'd by a Gang of Monks and 
Villains, of the Order of St. Auguſtine. And in lat- 
ter Days we have not wanted Inſtances of Ecclefialticks 
that have pretended to a kind of Sovereignty over Princes, 
The holy Martyr Laud ordered that the Queen of Bohe- 
mia, our preſent Sovereign's royal Great Grandmotber, 
and her royal Iſſue, ſhould have their Names expunged 
out of the Prayers of the Church, which was accordingly 
done. Yet when the Church thus triumphed over the 
civil Conſtitution, that compleat Churchman, Echard, 
aſſures us, that all this time England had a mighty ſhew 
of Giory and Felicity | Tho' there were ſuch open un- 
diſguiſed Attacks upon the Proteſtant Religion, yet the 
Church was then ſo far from Danger, tbat the ſame Re- 
verend Hiſtorian adds it was ſhining inGrandeur ! But alas! 
theſe bappy Days are over!] According to your Lordſhip's 
Scheme, it can never go well with the Church, unleſs 
its F:iends are not only allowed io reign over Conſcience, 
but like true Sens of the Mother of Harlots, to“ reign 
over the Kings of the Earth. However, this Point de- 
ſerves a cloſer Attention. Whence is it, that the Church 
is on a Level with the civil Conſtitution itſelf ? Dotb it 
not derive all its Authority from thence ? ls it not the 
Great Seal of England that makes Biſhops ? Are the Cler- 
gy Subjects, or are they Kings? Perhaps it will be ſaid, 
neither; they are Gods, tho' they not only die, but live 
te, like other Men, Are tbey all bound by their 
Oaths, I'll not preſs their Inclinations into the Service, 
to be governed by the Laws? to be governed by them 
as Subjects? — But if they are on 2 /eve] with the 
| civil 

® Revelations, 
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cevil Conflitution itſelf, ſhould any Competition ariſe, are 
we bound to obey the Prince and the Laws, or the Church 
and Clergy ? Or has the Convocation any Right to meet 
and aſſemble without the Royal Licence and Authority? | 
Surely it has, if it be on a Level auith the civil Copftitu- 
tien iet. Why then will you, my Lord, and the Dig- 
nitaries of the Church, ſubmit in ſo plain a Caſe to any 
bold and arbitrary Encroachments on your Rights, as to 
ſuffer yourſelves to be prorogued by a Pretence to Royal 


| Authority, where there is no juſt Authority at all? But 


your Lordſhip may be able to aſſign wile Reaſons for it. 
However, on all proper Occaſions, the Prieſthood are to 
«« ® vindicate thoſe ſpiritual! Powers deriv'd from their 
great Maſter,” Who he is, your Lordſhip has not 
thought proper to mention; but I hope, my Lord, you 
mean neither the Pope, nor his elder Brother, the Devil. 
They are to“ vindicate thoſe Powers ſo derived, by 
© ſhewing that they are + in their own Nature 9ifin&# 
« from, and independent of, all ſecular Authori: y.“ But 
how is this to be done? — By Mobbing, Treaſon and 
Rebellion? Tho' the fervent Prayers of a righteous Man 


avail much, yet 'tis to be hoped that neither the fervent 


Prayers nor Exhortations, even of a Biſhop, will ever 


vail to put in execution any ſeditious Schemes to render 


the Church independent of the State, and inveſting the 
Prieſthood with Authority to depoſe Emperors and 
Princes. — But my Lord, however, Men of I diſtinguiſb- 
ing Charatters buoy themſelves up with a Notion of In- 
dependence upon civil Government, in point of Predence 
they ſhould take heed that they do not provoke to Jea- 

C8 louſy, 


Charge 2. p. 35. f Ibid. f Charge 2. 5. 54+ 
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louly, that royal Clemency which connives at ſuch arro- 
gativg Claims and U ſurpations. Perhaps it will be ſaid, 
theſe are viſionary Fears, — for none are bleſſed with 
the peruſal of the Writings that propagate ſuch Notions, 
but a few Dioceſan Clergy ; and that ſome modern Epi/- 
copal Charges, the very reverſe of their Authors, — never 
reſide at Court, but in the Country. However, my 
Lord, while ſuch fanatical Principles are publickly 
eſpouſed and defended, you mult expett to be called upon 
to give ſome conſiſtent Account of your Conduct. When 
your Lordſhip had the Holy Ghoft conferred upon you ia 
Ordination, did you not then ſolemnly ſubſcribe the 37m 
Article of the Church, which runs thus. — . The 
Queen's Majeſty has the chief Power in this Realm 
of Exg land, and other her Dominions, unto whom the 
chief Government of all Eſtates of this Realm, whether 
they be eccleſiaſtical or civil, in all Cauſes doth apper- 
«tain; and is not, nor ought to be ſubject to any foreign 
« Juriſditjon,* Have you not ſolemnly ſubſcribes this 
Article, my Lord? — But perhaps you ſubſcribed it as 
an Article of Peace, and not of Faith. — Further, is it 
not expreſly ordained by the Canons of our Church, — 
That w hoſgever ſhall hereafter affirm, that the King's 
* Majeſty bas nowhe ſame Authority in Cauſes eccle- 
* ſiaſtical, that the godly Kings had among the Jews 
«© and Chnſtian Emperors in the Primitive Church, or 
** jnpeach any fart of his regal Supremacy, in the ſaid 
% Cauſes reſtored to the Crown, and by the Laws of 

„ this Realm therein eſtabliſhed ; let him be excommu- 
* icate 1% facto, and not reſtored but by the Arch- 
«« biſhop, and after his Repentance, and public Revoca- 


4 tion of thoſe his wicked Errors.” And are not all 
— who 
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who are conſecrated for the Service of the Altar, erjvin'd' 
by Cannon 36, to ſubſcribe, 4 That the King's Majeſty, 
„ under God, is the only ſupreme Governor of this 
„Realm, and of all other his Highneſs's Dominions and 
« Countries, as well in all Spiritual or Ecclefiaftical 
« Things or Cau/es, as Temporal ; and that no foreign 
« Prince, Perſon, Prelate, State or Potentate, hath, or 


d ought to have any Juriſdiction, Power, Superiority, 


«© Preheminence or Authority, Ecclefiaſtical or Spiritual, 
« within his Majeſty's ſaid Realms, Dominions, and 
© Countries.” And according to the 25 H. 8. c. 19, 
& the Clergy of the Realm of Eagland have not only 
acknowledged, according to the Truth, that the Con- 
« yocations of the ſame Clergy is, always hath been, 
and ought to be aſſembled only by the King's Writ; 
but alſo ſubmitting themſelves to the King's Majeſty, 
«« have promiſed, in verbs Sacerdotis, that they will ne- 
«« ver from henceforth preſume to attempt, alledge, 
« claim, or put in gout, promulge, or execute any 
„new Canons, Conſtitutions, Ordinances Provincial, or 
others; or by whatſoever Name they ſhall be called 
in Convocation, unleſs the King's moſt Royal Aﬀent 
« and Licence to them may be had, io make, promulge, 
« and execute the ſame ; and that his Majeſty do give 
„his Royal Aſſent and Authority in that Behalf, And 


© whereas, divers Conllitutions, Ordinances, and Canons, 


« Provincial or Synodal, which heretofore have been 
© enacted ; and be thought not only io be much preju- 
« dicial to the King's prerogative royal, and repugnant 
* to the Laws and Statutes Of this Realm; but alſo over- 
much onerous to his Highneſs, and his Subjects, &c."* 


And accordingly enacts; “Be it therefore enacted, by 
4 the 


2 2; 
de the Authority of this preſent Parliament, according to 
* the ſaid Submiſſion and Petition of the ſaid Clergy, 
© that they, ror either of them henceforth, ſhall preſume 
« to attempt, alledge, claim, or put in Ure, any Conſti- 
*© tutions, or Ordinances Provincial or Synodal, or any 
* other Canons, nor ſhall enact, promulge, or execute 
" any ſuch Canons, Conſtitutions, or Ordinances Provin- 
& cial, by whatſoever Name or Names they may be call - 
ed in their Convocaticns in Time coming, which al- 
« wzys ſhall be aſſembled by Authority of the King's 
« Writ, Sc.“ And will your Lordſhip, in Defiance 
of Acts of Parliament, in Contempt of the Canons of the 
. Church, and in dire& Oppoſition to thoſe Articles you 
have ſubſcribed, maintain that the Church is independent 
of the Imperial Crown of theſe Realms ? 

Your Lordſhip's Account of the Oppoſition to the 
Epiſcopal Church, is, That“ Men's Prejudices are 
* frequently too powerful for their Reaſon.“ The Re- 
mark in general is certainly juſt ; and I humbly ſubmit 
it tothe judgment af the Reader, whether it will not ap- 
pear from the following Reflections, that your particular 
prepoſterous Application of it to others, doth not ſpeak 
it in Fact the Caſe of your Lordſhip. Few, my Lord, 
are prejudiced in favour of Diſprace, Diſcouragements, 
and unpopular Notions, Had the Enemies of the Church 
any Proſpect that their Oppoſition would entitle them to 
Biſbopricis, 7 r anjlations, Pluraiities, and Commendams ; 
were there any Stipendt and Honours annexed to their Op- 
Poſition ; or were their Notions the Offspring of Church 
rman/vip and Hy h-Living, none at all would be ſurpriſ- 


ed that their Prejadices ſhould be too powerful for their 


Reaſon, 
® Charge 1, P. 11. 
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Reaſon, But when Men expoſe themſelves to preat 

Hardſhips and Difficulties in Life, to a low and penuri- 
ous Subfiltence ; when they prefer Poverty and a gocd 
Conſcience ta Wealth and Power, tis unaccountable it 
ſhould be ſugpelled, that under ſuch Circumſtances, Pre- 

judices are too powerful for their Reaſon, Did they 
thiclt after univerſal Hierarchy, and graip at Empire in 
this World, as well as lay claim to the Keys of the next; 
their Prejudices in ſupporting ſuch ixtereſted Views, 
might prove too powerful tor their Reaſon, — But 
when we confider, my Lord, that the Party in the Op- 
polition are generally made up of con/cientrous, illiterate 
Folks, that wear meagre and /anfify'd Complexions, and 
don't court Grandeur and Popularity as much es Grace 
and Truth, which came by Chrift Jeſus ; where is the 
Charity, where is the Conſiſtence; nay, where is the 
Prudence, which may be a more fundamental Point with 
your Lordſhip, to damn them wholeſale as a Race of 
prejudiced Bigots > Was your Lord/hip to renounce all 
eccleſiaſtical Immunities and Honevurs ; to reſign your 
Church-Preferments; ceaſe from Jordiog it in theSenate, 
and with an awful Brow adjuſting the weighty Concerns 

cf the Nation; were you to deſire to be a Biſhop, as it 

is a good Wark, rather than Govet a Biſhoprick without 

any of the Work at all, as it is a good fat Thing ; ſome 

perhaps would then be convince, that you were prejudiced 

againſt the Love of Money, but none would ever ſug- 

geſt that your Lordſhip, in ſuch a Caſe, was prejudiced 

againſt the Force of Convidion. 

Indeed, ſuch a fatal Biaſs do wordly Pomp and Great- 
neſs put upon Men's Underſtandings, that our Saviour 
ſeems to repreſent it impoſſible, that thoſe who erzoy 

| them, 
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them, ſhou'd at the ſame Time be fincere Admirers of 
Truth. How can they believe, who receive Honour one 
of another ? The Emoluments of the Church, its conſe- 
crated Treaſures and Trinkets, would have been io Dan- 

ger; elerical Authority and Power muſt ceaſe, if Chriſti- 
anity took Place; and rather than renounce theſe, it 
ſeems, like good Churchmen, they would have ſwore Reli- 
gion to be a Bubble, as well as the Meſtab to be an 
Impoſtor. 

1 would not ſuppreſs any thing, that may give Pleaſure 
to your Lordſhip. Among many other ſurprizing Mira- 
cles recorded in ſacred Hiſtory, one almoſt incredible in 
its Nature, is, — That a great number of Prieſts became 
bedient to the Faith. Perhaps, my Lord, you may not 
thiak the Micacle fo great as I repreſent it; but [I ſhall 
have yourLordſhip'sConcurrence when you conſider, that 
they became obedient with a View to Glory and Im mor- 
tality, and not to preſent Pay, Upon the whole, it ap- 
pears that when Men embrace deſpiſed, unfaſhionable 
Notions, *tis wote natural to ſuppoſe, that Reaſon tri- 
umphs over their Intereſts and their Prejudices, than that 

© Intereſt trackles to Prejudice, and Prejudice 2780 
over Reaſon. 
In the following Page your Lordſhip accounts for 
Jerome s Opinion concerning Epiſcopacy ; by obſerving 
that Jerome entertained ſome Reſentments agaioſt John, 
Biſhop of Jeruſalem, and therefore treated Epiſcopacy 
with ſome Terms of Diminution. Might you not have 
faid, my Lord, without mincing the matter, with an 
avaw'd Contempt? The good Father, ic ſeems, was 
out of humour, and he muſt needs publiſh /e Lyes to 
gratify bis Spleen and Paffon. At for my part, I take 
the - 


( 25 ) 
the Hiflory of Quixete's Errantries, to be a lively Em- 
blem of the wild romantic Extravagancies of the Fathers, 
Nor am I at all concerned either with Jerem or Epi/copa- 
cy, — But where is the Conſiſtence of deifying the Au- 


thority of the Fathers, when they ſerve a Turn, and of 


repreſenting them as Perſons of no Integrity 'or Charac- 


ter, if they happen to be againſt you ? Their Authority 
is indiſputable, if their Schemes tally with yours ; but 


they muſt be 0/9, pecviſb, paſſionate, Bigots or Hy;ocr iter, 


if on the other S de of the Queſtion, It put me in mind 
of the Humour of Country Elections, as running exactly 
parallel with this Bebaviour in your Lordſhip, The a- 
bandon'd Fools of a Party are painted under the vene- 
rable Names of Patriots, whilſt Perſons of greateſt Inte- 
grity in different Principles and Intereſts, are weak, cor- 
rupt, crafty, or deſigning ; or to uſe the Language of 
Mr. 44i/on's Fox-hunter, which perhaps may be more 
agreeable to your Lordſhip ®, One is a Dog, another 
«is a Whelp, another a Cur, another the Son of a 
« Bitch ;“ under which ſeveral Denomirations, the ru- 
ral Squire comprehended all thoſe who were attach'd to 
an Intereſt oppoſite to bis own, Whether St. rom has 

met with a kinder Fate, is very eaſy to be determined. 
What next occurs, is, that as ſoon as the Apoſiles left 
the World, the + © Ordinary Functions of their Apoſtle- 
* ſhip devolv'd on the Bijhops as Governors of particu 
„lar Churches.“ I am glad to find that the Biſhops in 
thoſe early Days did not arrogate to themſelves all the 
lordly Claims of ſpiritual Authority, It ſeems the Pro- 
; = vince 


Freebolder. + Charge 1. p. 13. 
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vince of thoſe who would be the Gewernors of AN. 
vrrſe, and who have been its Plague, (1 don't mean Pro- 
teſtant Biſhops, my Lord,) was originally to be Gover. 
nors of particular Churches, But did they as Governors 
lay claim to a Monopo/z of Wealth and Grace? Were they 
the only wiſe Men, and was all Wiſdom te die with them? 
No; it was to be conveyed down in an uninterrupted 
Succeſſor, to the future Prieſts of future Ages, — But 
wherein did the ordinary Function of A poſtleſhip con- 
fiſt? Was it not in preaching the Word in Seaſon and 
ou: of Seaſon? And is this devolved upon the Biſhops ? 
T ſhould have rather concluded, that they would be 
Heirs to the more extraordinary, miratulons Gifts of the 
Apoftles, and to prove their Title of Inheritance, ſhew 
dy their Example, that they can auer Miracles at proper 
Seaſons, as it is a Miracle for a— modern Biſpop to preach, 

I ſhall not examine at preſent, into what your Lord. 
ſhip has advanced concerning the Importance of ſtudy- 
ing ecclefialtical Antiquity, That the Hiſtory of the Fa- 
thers is nothing more than aRepreſentation of a Theological 
Bear garden, is w hat I preſume, my Lord, you'll readily 
agree to; and inraturn to ſuch a Conceſſion, let it be ac- 
knowledged, that Men of Leiſure may ſquander away 
their Time decently and genteely upon them, | 

We are now arriving at another Period; and to view 
de the ® Epiſcopal Church as eſtabliſhed by Law, when 
* the Powers of the Roman Empire became Chriſtian.” 
T take it for granted that in your Lordſhip's Phraſe, the 
Epiſcopal Church and Chriftianity always go for ſynony- 
mous Expreſſions, You obſerve, that before Chriſſia- 
nity was eſtabliſhed, © Þ it was in an unhappy wo 
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<«« Migority,” Bat whether the Church when its Stare 
of Minority ceas'd, did not like ſome other Minors, when 
grown up to be their own Maſters, diſtinguiſh itſelf more 
by its Pride and Peſeſiiaut, than by any more valuable 
Accompliſhments, I leave to you to conſider ; whether 
it did not likewiſe act in open Contempt of the wiſe and 
ſalutary Inſtructions of its old Guardians and Friends, 


will perhaps be none of your Lerdſpip's To'ereſt to deter- 


mine, But however unhappy the Church's State of Mi- 
nority may appear, it muſt be allowed, my Lord, to be 
more unhappy till, if ſuch Times ſhould ever bappen, 
when the Name of the Church ſhall be made an Engine 
of Tyranny and Suferflition ; when its Authority ſhall be 
urged to oppreſs Honeſty and Conſcience ; when ſuch 
Notions are advanced, as that God Almighty is only 
the Deputy of Ecclefialtics, and can confer Grace and 
Favour only with the Leave of the ſacred Prieſthood, 
and by the Permiſſion of my Lords the Biſhops; and 
when thoſe monopolize to themſelves the Salvation of 
another World, who are ſcarce worthy to live in this, 
Nor can our Fears of ſuch Times be ill grounded, ik 
what your Lordſhip maintains be true. that there is 
« ſcarce Honeſty enough in the Nation to preſerve it 
from downright Ruin. Perſecution was never ſo fatal 


to Chriſtianity, as the Domineering Claims of High 


Churchmen, Nothing bas fix'd a greater Odium upon 
Religion, than crafty and, deſigning Bigots, facing the 
Intereft of Heaven to thoſe extravagant Fooleries that 
ſupport their o. But I aſk Pardon, notwithſtanding 
all your Zeal for a Hierarchy and “ Terriers, I am far 


from judgiog your Lordſhip to be of that Number. 
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1 
Fis granted tha: there ought to be + a proper Main: 
tenance for the Clergy, — But what will your Lord- 
ſhip judge to be proper on ſuch an Ocgaſion ? Muſt they 
rave that Reward for wvor/hipping Ged, which was of- 
feted our Saviour for evorfoifping the Devil, the King- 
farms of this World, and al the Gl/ories thereof ? Muſt 
their Hire be proportionate to the Work and Merit; or 
mult the Lazy, the Indolent, and Unſkilful have all the 
Pay, thoogh they do nothing to earn it ? My Lord, 
were Church Emoluments diſtributed in juſt and equi. 
table Proportions, there would be a handſome and libe- 
ral Subſiſtence for every Pariſh Prieſt in the Nation. I 
appeal to your Lordſhip as to this. Tis a trite Obſer- 
vation, © That the Church had golden Prieſts, when it 
© had wooden Chalices; bu: when Religion brought 
forth Wealth, the Daughter devoured the Mother.“ 
Yet notwithitanding this, your Lordſhip well knows that 
this unnatural Monſter which preys upon that which 
gave her Birth, has a Multitude of rival Admirers, and 
is COurted if not ide by the whole Body of the Prieſt - 
hood. Tis true, many of that venerable Claſs are un- 
der ſtrait Circumſtances : Let them be relieved out of the 
Abundance of thoſe who neither want nor deſerve it. 
There isſomething very entertHniog inConflantine's well. 
meant Folly and Devotion to the Clergy, when aſſem- 
bled at the Council of Nice : © God has made you 
«4 Prielts, and has impower'd you to judge me righteoully; 
© bat you are above ihe Cognizaace of any human Tri. 
„ bunal. +— You are as Gods to me, and no Man has 
Authority to judge hn. My Lord, I often thought 
that Conſecratian was one of the Church's peculiar Pre- 
rogatives 
+ Charge 1. p. 18. = 
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rogatives and Bleſſings ; but it ſeems to be otherwiſe in 
this Inſtance, and many of the holy Tribe have arro- 
gated Divinity ever ſince v. 

The Authority of the Theode/far Code is urged by 
your Lordſhip in Favour of Eſtabliſhments, I won't ſay 
with a view to ſuperſede the Authority of the Bible, It 
has been condemned as Blaſphemy T. and exaggerated in 
the blackelt Views; to believe that the Will of the Son is 
dependent upon that of the Father; but it is an ort 


Principle to believe that the Will of God ſhould ſubmit 


to, and be determined by, human Laws and Syltems, Sup- 
poſing a Subordination of Perſons in the Godbead has 
been marked out as an Inſtance of accompliſhed Wick- 
edneſs and Folly ; but to repreſent the Chriſtian Revela- 
tion as ſubordinate tothe Authority of the Church, is no 
Crime at all; nay, the greateſt of all Ecc/eaftical, I 
cannot ſay. Chriſtian, Virtues, And even to depeſe the 
Father, is leſs unpardonable than to deny the Supremacy 
of the Clergy, But whatever your Lordſhip may think, 
I muſt own myſelf too much an rfat/, to believe a- 
gainſt the firſt Principles of Reaſon. Your Lordſhip 
wiſhes that Ju/ian's Malice towards the Clergy had 
found none to imitate it out of Hatred to Chriſtianity | 
itſelf, Then 'tis granted, that his Malice was not levied 
at Chriſtianity, but at Eccleſiaſtics. I rejoice to find it al- 
low'd that there may be an Enmiiy againſt the ill Con- 
duct of the latter, without any Diſregard to the former. 
But perhaps, upon farther Conſideration, your Lordſhip 
may think proper to retrat this, 

You 


* Charge 1. p. 18. 
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You obſerve, that “ ſuch f an extruordinary ſort of 
« Subſiſtence, as that by voluntary Contributions, is not 


* a. always to be expected; and a legal Eſtabliſhment doth 


« juſtly compenſate for the want of Oblation, when the 
Love of many is grown very cold.” But why are not 
voluntary Contributions always to be expected? 
The Clergy, as Men of Character and Education, will 
always engage Reverence and Eſteem, if they have Pru- 
dence and good Conduct enough 10 deferve it, I am 
inform' d, that the Proteſtant Diſſenting Miaiſters here in 
England, receive their Pay by voluntary Contributions; 
 andif I am rightly inſtructed, tis the ſame with ſome of 
the reformed Proteſtants abroad. Will ;our et 
pretend that the Preachets in the Eſtabliſhment don't do 
as much to recommend themſelves to their People's Af- 
feRions, as thoſe to theirs ? Are not thoſe who frequent 


P aces of eftabliſh'd Worſhip, much more conſiderable in 


Numbers, than thoſe who attend ſeparate Congrega- 
tions ? If fo, then the Diſſenting Clergy muſt be Men of 
ſuperior Worth, or the Diſſenters in general muſt be Per- 
Tons of a more beneficent Diſpoſition than thoſe who ſub- 
mit to eſtabliſhed Rites and Impoſitions, — I can't ad- 
mit of either; however, I'll not diſpute this Point with 
your Lordſhip. 

Is the Love of many grown col? What can be the 
Reaſon ? Is Bigo ry warm and rampant ? Are the Laity 
Gackled with Creeds and Impoſitions? — N) Wonder, 
if ſo, that their Love is grown wery cold ! Tis well if 
the very Fundamentals of Chriſtianity be not baniſh'd 
from amongſt them. Or doth it proceed from the Want 
of better Inſtructions? Do the Clergy ve upon the 1p - 


norance 
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norance'and Super ſition of the People, without any Re. 


gard tothe Duties of their Function? Hot Sermons, my 


Lord, bave been generally productive of ſuitable Effects, 
Bloodfhed, Rancour, and Confuſion. How far cold and 
lifeleſs ones, without any Force of Addreſs, or Energy of 


Reaſon, may propagate Colangſi, is well worth our At» 


tention, 

In the next Paragraph it follows, “ that Eftabliſh. 
ments don't convert ſpiritual into civil, but give a 
« SanQtion to that which was before, and ſlill cominues 
„divine and heavenly.” That is, tho' Prieſts are above 
being engaged in any thing that bears the Name of a 
ſecular Employment, yet to ſhew the World their Ha- 
mility, they condeſcend to accept the higheſt ſecular 
Dignities and Honours, But is every thing d#vize and 
heavenly in the eſtabliſhed Conſtitu ion? All the Claims 
of the Hierarchy diving and heavenly, my Lord ? Thoſe 


Branches of ſpiritual Dominion which are an Oppreſſion 
upon Mankind, and a Reproach to Chriſtianity, divine 


and heavenly in their Nature? Have you not expreſly 
declared, that there are ſome leſſer Deficiencies in the 
Government of the Church, and are theſe divine and 
beavenly too? — They are legal Privileges. — True; 
ſo was once the Act de Heretico comburendo, and no doubt 
would be counted ſo fi I, had not the Wiſdom of che 
Legiſlature, to reftrain Prieftly Vengeance and Execu- 

tion, thought proper to repeal it. | 
But I muſt beg leave to expoſtulate with your Lord- 
ſhip on anether Subject. What Connexion between 
Virtue and Eflsbliſhmen:'s, my Lord? Do Eſtabliſh- 
ments, merely becauſe they are ſo, demand our Reve- 
rence and Eſſeem? 'Tis to be hoped then, your Lord- 
ſhip 


LE 3 3 
ſhip will exert your n tbat we may have a- 
3% % Gods as well as an ef/ablip'd Religion ; and that 
we may be bleſſed with nationa/ Divinites, as well as 
national Churches, and let all thoſe who expect any | 
Church-Promotions, fear 4/legiance, if not to the King, 
yet at leaſt to the God! of their Country, However ro- 
mantic to Infidels this Scheme may appear, however un- 
friendly to Chriſtianity, it will be good for the Church, 
increaſe its Wealth and Power, and the loweſt Rank of 
ecclefiaſtical Officers, who ar no more than the 
Privy Counſellors of Heaven, will then be privileged to 
male, as well as /et forth ſtrange Gods, If Eſtabliſh- 
ments are ſuch glorious Things, why are not Good-n1- 


| ture, ſocial Virtue, and free Enquiry into Truth, eſta- 


bliſhed by parliamentary Power? Without this let none 
arrogate to themſelves the Names of Eitabliſhments e 
Religion — If oor Eſtabliſhment comprehends all this, 
why ſo many Whores and Cut-throats, ſo many igno- 
rant Bigots, Knaves, and Perſecutors in our Church 
and Communion? Why ſo many Tyburn Saints and 
Confeſſors, that die in the Faith of our Church? I leave 
you to account for his, and ſhould rejoice to find that 


Eftabliſhments have a greater Tendency to propagate 


Virtue, than to debauch Men's Morals and Underſtand- 


ings; and to promote Pride, Avarice and Faction. 
Your Lordſhip obſerves, that the“ “ Roman Empe- 
„ rors were inveſied with Power of governing the 
« Church as well as the State.“ What my Lord, Lay- 
Governors of Churches? And yet the Church on a Level 
with the civil Conſlitution-it/elf, to whoſe Government 
ſne ſubmits ? If the Reman Emperors were inveſted with 


® Charge 1. p. 20, 
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a Power of Church Government, how comes this to be 
now peculiarly appropriated to Priefls and Biſhops ? But 
1 ſtand corrected, my Lord. They were only inveſted 
with an gſurped Power of governing the Church, the /ole, 
uncontroplable Right of Government lies in the Clergy. 

"Tis worth remarking, that inſiſting on the Rights of 
Conſcience, ſeems to give great Umbrage and Offence 


to your Lordſhip, The divine Right of Church-Lands 


and Epiſcopacy, of Tithes and Offerings, I preſume ne- 
ver give any Umbrage at all. But to urge the Rights of 
Conſcience ia your Phraſe, “ is invidious.” I ſhould not 
have been ſurprized to find one that is a Stranger to the 
Laws of Conſcience bimſelf, repreſent all Regards for its 
Dictates in others, as mere Enthufraſm, Rant and Folly ; 
but to find a Church of - England Divine, a Dignitary in 
the Church, derrying Conſcience with ſo much Contempt, 
and with a /olemn Sneer paint out thoſe who are ii flu- 
enced by it, as“ high Pretenders to ſpiritual Liberty,“ 
muſt be a Paradox to all that are not as well initiated in 
thoſe holy Myferies as your Lordſbip. Speak out, my 
Lord. —— Tell the World that Cnnſcience is only a 
Trick of Prieſts, an ecclefraflical Football, to be toſſed 
about juſt as it /erves the Times, Generouſly declare, 
that *tis invidious to urge Conſcience againlt—/ame Thou- 


/ands a Year ; that whatever flrikes at Church-Tyranny 


is invidious, or whatever weakens the Foundations of all 
illegal and arbitrary Encroachments upon the Rights of 
Mankind, 

The next Obſervation carries along with it, ſomething 
very extraordinary in its Nature. As to © the Refor- 
© mation of the Idolatrous i, or the aboliſhing of 

5 E me «« Paganiſm, 
® Charge 21. 
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„ Paganiſm, and Eftabliſhment of Chriſtianity, and the 
© eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, by the reſpective Fewifs and 
« Chriſtian Princes + ; in Fact, their aſſumed Supremacy 
* was an U/urpation on Men's natural Rights.” That is, 
according to your Lordſhip, the Zewwi/h Reformers, and 
Chriſtian Princes, were accompliſhed Villains. But, my 
Lord, were not the Jews under a State of Theocracy ? 
Was not God himſelf the immediate Ruler and Gover- 
nor of that People? If Idolatry was ſeverely puniſh'd 
amongſt them; when fallible Men are on a Level with 
the Deity, as to Knowledge, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, 
then, and not before, let them go and do likewiſe, 


I ſhall therefore confine myſelf io an Examination of the 


Account you have given as to Chriſtian Princes, Were 
they in Fact guilty of a/arping Men's natural Rights? 
Did they per/ecute and puniſb all who could not fall in 
with the eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution ? Did they car/e and 
excotimunicate thoſe who gdi/claimed all Pretenſions to In- 
fallibity ? Did they inflict Pecuniary Mulfs, and encou- 
rage oppreſſive Laws? I no longer wender that your 
Lordſhip is infpired with ſuch a warm Zeal for Eſtabliſh- 
ments, And are the high-flown Pretenſions of the Hier- 
archy, in being on a Level with the civil Conſtitution, 
founded upon Fraud and Ujarpation? Your Church- 
Digoities and Revenues nothing but an Uſurpation upon 
the Rights and Properties of Subject:? Is your Pay, (for 
your Prayers are an unknown Bleſling,} an Habliſb'A 
Uſurpation, and Eftabliſhments in general, the Offspring 
of Craft and Deluſion ? Truth will cut, my Lord. But 
I ſhould have been better pleaſed with this from an Infi- 


del's or a Fanatick's Pen than from your Lordſhip's, 
| \ 1 
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I have nothing to object to this honeſt Account given 
of Eſtabliſhments. But, my Lord, muſt we place in the 
ſame View all our Church-Reſormers? Were this true, 
a Religion ſupported by ſuch iniquitous Meaſures may 
jullly complain of Danger ! Hail ye glorious Relormers 
of Mankind from Idolatries and Superſtition ; from a 
Spirit of Bondage and Darkneſs ; ye Heaven-born Patri- 
archs of Liberty, awake your venerable Aſhes, and hear 
yourſelves branded with the Character of, U/urpers! Be. 
hold your Names proſtituted to give Sanction to the Bi- 
gotry of aueat Rulers, that have been firſt deluded, and 
then deſtroy'd by imperious, wicked Ecclefiaflics ! 

But it ſcems tho? the reforming Princes were guilty of 
an Uſurpation on Mens natural Rights in ſetiling Eſta- 
bliſhments, yet“ © their Subjects, notwithſlanding any 
«« pretended Scruples and Rights of Conſcience, wete oblig- 
ed to comply with thoſe eſtabliſhed R-formations, 
„% when they were not {inful in themſelves, nor contrary 
« to the Laws of God.“ Then it ſeems, my Lord, 
U/urpations of natural Rights, are neither fnfu/ in them- 
ſelves, nor repugnant to divine Precepts. The Church 
changes the Nature of Things, converts Villainy into hoſy 
Zeal, and unchriſtian Uſurpatians are made the Bulwarks 
of the Criſtian Religion. But admitting Uſurpations of 
Men's Rights, to be as innocent as you apprehend them, 
(tho' I am ſatisfy'd you'll not allow any Uſurpations on 
your Loraſbip's or the Church's Rights to be of that 
Number) who is to judge whether they are to be ſub- 
mitted to? Have we recourſe to any infallible Judica- 
ture, or is every Man to judge for himſelf } — It 
| ſeems, not the latter; for notwikhſtanding © any Scruples 
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« and pretended Rights of Conſcience, Men are obliged to 
„comply with ſuch Eſtabliſhments and Reformations.”” 
"Tis allowed, thoſe who fall in with your Loroſhip's 
Scheme, would pretend no Scraples, or urge no Right of 
Con/cience to hinder their falling in with gainfu/ EHa- 
bliſhments and Reformations. But what if a weak Man 
of Integrity can't ſatisfy himſelf in proſtituting his Con- 
ſcience to the Authority of the Church? If he is oppreſſ- 


ed with any Doubts which way to chuſe, inſtesd of make 
ing rational Enquiries into Things, has he nothing to do 


but follow the Advice of a Reverend Caſuiſt, white and 


ſing, whillt, theſe Firs of the Devil are upon him ? Or 
coih the Strength and Glory of the Church conſiſt in 
large Numbers of Hackney Conſciences amongfts us, that 
are to be beit to the beſt Bidaer? 

"Tis true, my Lord, © the ® royal Supremacy has 
„ been frequently recogniz'd by the Legiftature, and 
* accordingly ſworn to by liege Subjects,“ and by the 
Clergy tos, on all proper Occaſſons; tho" with what 


Congruity, your Lordſhip can belt tell, if the Church be 


on a Le vel with the civil Conſtitution it/e/f, and indepen- 
dent of it, Perhaps they put the ſame Conſtruction upon 
Oaths as others do upon their Prayers, ard imagine few 
will take them to be in earneſt, I don't repreſent this 
as the Caſe of all the Sons of the Church. But as to 
thoſe who ſwear to the Supremacy of the Crown, and yet 
maintain that theChorch'1s on a Leve/wwith the civil Con- 
fitution ; * publickly call upon and challenge your 
Lordſhip to give a more favourable Account of their 
Conduct. 
| | The 
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The Queſtion, with relation to Uniformity of Wor- 
ſhip, is not whether we are oblig'd to “ ſubmit to the 
Royal Supremacy, and the Laws of the Land, in all 
Matters that are not repugnant to the Laws of God; but 

whether we mult cowardly ſubmit to the Authority of 
Churchmen, when repugnant to the royal Supremacy, 
the Laws of God, and the Laws of the Land all toge- 
ther ? Whether we are in Duty bound to bow down and 
worſhip our Sovereign Lords the Clergy ?— Whether the 
Ward of God, or Catholick Antiquity is to be the Rule 
of our Faith and Conduct? Whether there can be any | 
lawful Authority, any Authority derived from the New 
Teflament, or the Reaſon of things, to impoſe Things that 
are in their own na'ure confeſ/ed!ly indifferent, as neceſſary 
and tial Terms of Chriſtian Communion ? Has the 
Church any Right to exc/ude thoſe from its Ordinances 
whom God will at lak admit to his Kingdom ? What- 
ever Sect pretends to this, let it be called a Party- Club, 
a caballing, intriguing, ſpiritua! Faction; but let it not be 
called the Church of Chriſt, which is as —_— te i, as 
Light is to Darkneſs, 

In the following Pages, your Lordſhip expatiates on 
the Excellency of the Liturgy and Government of our 
Church. But are there no B/emiſþes in either? Would it 
not have been generous to bave pointed out theſe to your 
Clergy, my Lord? Would it not have diſcovered 
greater Impartiality to confeſs that the Church is 
fallible ; to reje& the heute, nninte/ligible Notions of 
bungling Creed-makets ; and allow the Bible excluſive 
of all Prieſtly Appendages and ſupplemental Decor ations, to. 
be a perfect Rule of our Faith and Manners ? Indeed, 


1 . Pour 
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your Lordſhip bas KK. 4 the /uperior Authority of 
God is rather to be obeyed than that of Men. That. 
is, I preſume, if it happens to coincide with the Autho- 
rity of the Church. But, my Lord, ſuch Hints, in Point 
af Prudence, ought to be cau iouſly given. In the Lan- 
guage. of our Church, they are of dangerous Conſe. 
quence ; and have led. Men to apoſtatize into the Truth, 

_ I muſt not paſs by what your Lordſhip aſſerts ®, ©* that 
© the, Rights. of Conſcience do by no means interfere. 
<«« either-with the Eſtabliſment of an eccleſiaſtical Con- 
** ſtitytian in general, or with the prelent Eftabliſhment 
«+ of the Church of Exgland in particular.“ I won't 
charge your Lordfaip with Abſurdity and Contradiction. 
Myftery.is a more polite and faſhionable Term. Permit 
me:then to obſerve, that tis a My/tery wwith a Vengeance, 
how: to reconcile this with what you advanced elſe- 
where, f that in fact the aſſumed Supremacy of Chri- 
« ſtian Powers was zn Uſurpation on Mens natural 
*« Rights.” Holy, infallible, and omnipotent Mother! 
By virtue of thy Authority, the reſorm'd Religion is 
damn'd, as an Uſurpation of natural Rights; and by vir- 
tue of the ſame, to ſerve a different Turn, no Eſtabliſh. 
ments. whatſozver claſh with the Rights of Conſcience ; 
whether it be the Eſltabliſhmeot of the Alcoran, of an 
Inquiſition, of the Church of England, of Scotland, or 
Geneva If Men are perſwaded that what is li 
* is unlawfal, they muſt patiently ſuffer,” By Parity of 
Reaſon, if Men of Importance uiter Inconſiſtencies, others 
muſt patiently ſubmit to hear them. But, my Lord, as 


you are a ſkilful Caſuiſt.— I would be reſolv'd in wy 
Jos 
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Job had Patience enough to bear the Perſecutions of the 
Devil, and, as ſome have thought, the wor Fall Devils, 
the Devil of a Wiſe. — But as I can't embrace that 
Notion, I would be informed, would his Patience have 
maintained Ground againſt the Perſecutions of Non- 
ſenſe? Is not his expoſtulatory Addreſs to his Friends 
jufily applicable to all the Patrons of publick Conſcience, 


of a cruel, oppreſſive Spirit ? Will ye ſpeak wickedly for 
God? Will ye talk deceitſully for Bim? If Men muſt 


patiently ſuffer under Eſtabliſhments which they are per- 
ſuaded to be unlawful, how will your Lordſhip, upon 
this Footing, vindicate the Conduct of our firſt Refor- 
mers from Popery; who inſtead of patiently ſuffering, 
thought it their Duty to hazard their Lives and For- 
tunes for the effectual Accompliſhment of a Reformati. 
on? I have been puzzling myſelf with 4rifotle, Scotus, 
and 4quinas, in hopes of hammering out ſome Diſtinction 
that might, in this Caſe, have ſerv'd for-an Evan; 
but all without Succeſs, and therefore muſt leave it to 


your Lordſhip. 


Tis agreed, that when thoſe who diſſent from us, 
ate legally indulg'd a Liberty of Conſcience ®, «© they 
„ ought to thank Godfor it;“ and I add, not the Clergy, 
But what Diſturbance can it give the Public, for Men 
to propoſe their Sentiments with Freedom and Honeſty, 
and to atrack Craft, Knavery, and Superitition ? 

It gives me a ſenſible Pleaſure, to find it allow'd, 
* that + ſecular Authority, and advantageous Places, are 
„not Things e/extial to Religion.“ But I ſuppoſe, 
my Lord, you mean no more than that they are not 


eſſential 
© Charge 1. p. 27. + Charge 1. P. 28. 
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e//ential to it on both Sides of the Queſtion, As we ha ve 

a Ripht to differ from all Mankind, but none. have a 

Right to differ from us; ſo are not Churca- Wealth and 
Power, Things e/ential to Religion amongſt us, tho” 
they bear no manner of Connection with it in other | 
Communities and Churches ? ——The Reader will ob- 
ſerve, What your Lordſhip has aſſerted , that the Fate 
of Tithes and Chriſtianity are immediately connect- 
ed! that is, to render your Lordſhip conſiſtent, tho“ 
Tiber are not eſſential to Chriſtianity, yet Chriſtianity 
muſt fall without them. A Cbriſtianity without Tithes 
would no more reliſh with the High- cburch Priefthood, than 
| a Sermon without Party- beat, and uncharitable Lang rage, 
low, and unmannerly Inve#ive. But ſuppoſing it Fact, 
that worldly Greatneſs is not eſſential co Religion ; Bi. 
opt, my Lord, muſt be brought down on a Level with 
other Men, and without any Danger to the Church, 
Chriſtianity may be reſcued from the ſcandalous Abuſe a 
of one of its moſt ſolemn Iaſtitutions. — But it is obſer- a 
ved, that “the Rights of Kings ai the Legiſlature, fe 
* are a juſt Ballance to the /uppo/ed Rights of Conſei- F 
„ ence in private Subjects; a notable Deſence of ll þ! 
the Craft, Villanies, and inquiſitorial Vengeance of Ro- L 
miſb Prieſts and Prelates ! | L 
A 
A 


The Rights of Conſcience, as to private Subjects, are 


\ J/uppo/ed Rights, that is pretended Rights, without any Foun- : 
dation to ſupport the Claim; or in other Words, one have te 

a Right to think, who don't think, I will not ſay accord- A. 

At 


ing to the Direction of the Legiſlature, but according 
to the Pirection of my L- de the B—ps, But "is 8 
farther alledg'd, *' that when right!y explain'd, the 
« Rights 


See Charge 1. p. 42. 


— 


( . 
5 « Rights of the Legiſlature and private Subjects, don't 
k « interfere with one another,” II ſo, when one was fix- 
| ed on ©* as a juſt Ballance to the other,” of Conſequence 
you have not rightly explained them, But 1 deſiſt, left 


r it ſhould be judg'd Scan, Mag. to diſpute the Unerring- 
p neſs of your Lordſhip's Judgment. 

8 FTis urged, that in the“ Circumſtances of divine 
- Worſhip, and all indifferent Matters, the Authority of the 


Legi//ature ought ſurely to prevail over private Opinions. 
/ What if private Opinions are agreeable to Reaſon and a 
s divine Revelation, ougbt Authority to prevail over Truth, 
and Tyrenny over Conſcience ? —— By Circumſtances 
b of Worſhip and indifferent Matters, tis preſumed you 
x underſtand Things not 2//zntial to our ſuture n 1 
- J muſt once more call upon you, my Lord, to vindicate,. 


a> 1 

wy d A 
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n upon this Footing, the Juſtice and Equitableneſs of - * Wow | 
s Reformation from, Popery. No Men of Candour wilt. 
4 aſſert an Impoſſibility of Salvation in the Romiſo Church 
1 ard Communion. How then, according to your Rea- 


ſoning, can you account for renouncing the Catholic 
Faith t But with whom ought Authority to prevail over 


1 private Opinions ? Not with honeſt Men; and give me 
bs Leave to add, I bope without Offence, not with your 
Lord/pip. With Perſons of Integrity and Judgment, no 
0 Authority will have any Weight, but that of Reaſon, 
6 Autbority has been urged with equal Zeal on very dif- 
e ferent Occaſione. Authority for Ariani/m, as ſirong 
1 Autbarity againſt it. And muſt our Principles change as 
9 Authority changes Sides? Then we no longer worſhip 
10 God, but the Times. — We have the Autbority of Fa- 
= thers againſt Fathers, Councils againſt Ceuncili, and Bi- 
ts F | Hep. 


Charge 1. p. 29. 


({ 4@ ) 


Error, nurs'd Ignorance, and ſuppreſſed Truth. Autbo- 
rity bas made Tyrants ; Lutbority has made Slawer ; Au- 
thority has made Hypocrites ; Authority has made Creed, 
Churches, and Gods ; but mere Autbority has ſeldom pro 
pagated Virtue, or true Religion. Is the Legiſlature in- 
fallible, that we ſhould make it our Standard, and ſube 
mit ourJudgments to its Pirection? No; that is the ſole 
Prerogacive, not of unballowed Laics, but of the Church 
and Biſhops! Why then muſt we recognize public and 
eſtabliſ d Opinions ? It can't be always out of Defe- 
rence to Truth. I preſume then, my Lord, it muſt be 
for the lame Reaſon, as a late eminent Divine was indu- 
ced to ſerve God towards the Eaſt : He that will be a 


. rifing-Man, let bim worſhip the % San, The De- 


ſigu of civil Laws is not to /ert/e Orthodoxy, but to puniſh 
Immoralitics, thet bear an ill AſpeR on the Welfare of a 


Nation. Neither Virtue oor Knowledge are the Off- 


ſpring of Conſtraint and Power. Were it ſo, my Lord, 
T;burn Officers would be as great Bene factors to Mane 
kind, as the Con/ecrators of Chriſtians and Churches. 
But tis to be ſeared, that tho? Crouds attend both in the 
Execution of their reſpective Offices; yet' neither the 
Dignity of Characters, nor the Solemnity of their Func- 


tions, would transfuſe Knowledye or Virtue into the 


Minds of SpeQators. 
Your Lordſhip spprebends “, that ** the Force of Re- 


„ ligion is weaken'd by independent Schemes and endleſs 
« Diviſions,” That is, the Liberty of private Judg- 
ment, which will unavcidably produce, what you call, 
incependent Schemes and endleſs Diviſions, weakens the 

force 


*.Charge 1. p. 30. 


Hep againſt Bib. Authority has often con/err ated 


( 43 ) 
foree of Religion, What an Odium doth this caſt on the 
Reformation? Upon that glorious and memorable. ra of 
Britiſh Liberty, the Revolution? And upon the illuſtrious 
Proteſtant Family on the Throne? All which have con- 
armed our right of judging for ourſelves, of being led by 
Reaſon, and not by Prieſts ; and therefore, accorcing to 
your Lordſhip, have been acceſſary towards weakening 
the Force of Religion. And what follows; it Men are 
not allowed to thick for themſelves in Matters of Faith 
and Religion, Tyranny and Ignc: ance will be repreſent- 
ed as the Parents of Virtue, and an gurping Prieſt hood 
become the only proper Object of fuch a Devotion! 
My Lord, you may write ten thouſand Charges againſt 
Popery, declaim againit its Errors, and Corruptions, 
and particularly againſt * Riva Bi/>ops, that eſcape with 
Impunity, and yet be far fiom doing any real Service to 
the Proteſtant Cauſe, whilſt theſe Notions are ſo warmly 
advanced, and I dare ſay fincerely too, that firike at the 
very Fundamentals of the Reformation ! But, in Point of 
Prudence, to uſe your Lordſhip's own Words, whatever 
your Sentimen:s may be, you ought, as the 1 go, to 
have ſuppreſſed this. | 
"Tis not likely that the wiſe Author of Nature ever 
intended that Men ſhould think alike in all ſpeculative 
Matters, otherwiſe he might have put all Truth on a 
Level with the meanef/U nderſtandings ; or giveq all Man- 
kind egua/ Capacities for judging, Inde:d, Uniformity 
in religious Principles is not only not to be expected, but 
not to be wi/p'd for, under the preſent Circumſtances of 
our Nature, Variety of Opinions animate Men with 
Reſolution in making free and vigorous Re-ſearches into 
| things ; 
See Charge againſt Popery, p. 52, 
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thiogs; they ?2prove Knowledge, and cheri/þ Inſtruct ion. 
Beſides, 8s in Government one Party is a Check upon 
another, and a warm Oppoſition to the Meaſures of thoſe 
who are of the greatelt Weight and Influence in the Se- 
nate, neceſſitates them to maintain a prudent Fea/ru/y over 
themſelves, leſt they countenance any Tranſactions that 
may ju//ify the Oppoſition that is ſorming againſt them; 
and awaken the Reſentments of a free People. Were 
it not for ſuch happy Struggles, no Nation would be 
ſafe from being /wallxved up by the Arbitrarinęſi, Aua- 
rice, or Ambition of Men of corrupt Diſpeſi.ioos. So is it 
the ſame as toour re/igious Diſputes and Conteſts, Were 
it not owing to theſe, would not Creeds and Eftab/ioments 
foon triumph over Sex/e, Honeſty, and Conſcience? The 
only Religion in faſpbion, would be on the one Side to 
conſacrate Tyrangy, and onthe other to wor/2ip Bondage. 
Where Free-thinking has been baniſh'd from a Country, 
and eflabliſcedStandards of Orthodoxy ſettled in its Room, 
 Mimickry has always paſled for Virtue, and ridiculous Er- 
ranry for divine Grace, Nay, often, it has been counted 
equally enibuſiafiic to decry Forms of Godiine/s and 
Forms of Prayer; and Puppet-ſpew Devotions have atton- 
ed for the want of rational Warhip and Obedience. But 
it ſeems, according to your Lordſhip, 10 explode Prizft- 
craft and Superſlition, is to weaken the Force of Religion, 
If Differences in Sentiments and Opinions are ſo injurious 
to Chriſtisnity, is it not a high Reflection upon the Su- 
preme Being, that he has created Mankind with 4% eren 
Iatellectuals, Features, Capacities and Endowments ? Is 
it not a high RefleQtion on the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 
the Deity, that we have an agreeable Variety of Cattle in 
our Flocks, of Herbs in cur Fields, and Flowers in our 
| Gardegs ? 
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Gardens? My Lord, if your Obſervation holds good, theſe 
mult be ſo many Soleciſins in Nature. For my own 
part, I think roo kindly of my Maker, to countenance 
ſuch extravagant Imaginations. But 'tis neither my Pro. 


vince nor 1nclination to make Creeds for your Lordſhip, 
I ſhall not enter upon the Enquiry, whether the Epiſ- 
copal part of our Conſtitution (I preſume you mean 
Dioceſan Epiſcopacy, my Lord) be ** 2 ancient as 
Chriſtianity iiſelſ in this Iſland:“ I have ſometimes met 
with Perſons who valued themſelves upon the Character 
of orthodox Churchmen, as orthodox, perhaps, as your Lord- 
Gip, that have aſſerted our Book of Common Prayer to be 
of much grea:er Antiquity than the Bible; and I make 
no queſtion, but they paid it a greater Reverence and 
Elteem, But, my Lord, as it can't give any Dignity to 
the CharaZer of the Devil, that he was a Murderer from 
toe Beginning, ſo any Pla of Antiquity, admitting them 
to be Fact, can't ju/tify Error, Tyranny, and Uſurpation. 
—T[ therefore paſs by your Remarks on the Conllitution 
of the Primitive Church, which you have aſſerted with- 
out the Expence of any Proof, fince probably they may 
be as firmly believed when urged by your Lordſhip, con- 
ſidering your © ai/linguioing Character, without any 
Proof at all. | | | 
The Theodoran Code is referr'd to, as an Authority 
to ſhew that the ancient Chrillians believed that a 
*« public Contempt of the Chriſtian Religion was puniſh, 
„able by human Laws Did Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
believe ſo, my Lord? Did they teach ſuch DoQrines to 
their Followers and Diſciples, or practiſe accordingly 
themſelves? Why did not the Author of our holy Faith 


exert 


* See Charge 1. P. 31, 


( 46 ) 
exert his miraculous Power, command the Sword, Fa. 
mine, ot Peſtilence, to rage over the Univerſe, and de- 
firoy all thoſe who would not ſubmit io bis Authority, 
or diſputed bis Miſſion ? Why did he not depopulate the 
Earth for the Honour of the God of Heaven ? Why did 
he not puniſh thoſe Jewiſß High-Churchmen that blaſ- 
phemed his Religion, by sttributing the Miracles he 
wrought to the Power of Devils? Why did he not coun- 
tenance his Diſciples, when they would have called down 
Fire from Heaven to conſume the heretical Samaritan: ? 
Nay, why, my Lord, did he not erect Star-Chambers 
and High. Commiſſion Courts, eſtabliſh Laws for pecu- 
niary Fines and Impriſonmen's, aſſemble Synods and 
Convocations, excommunicate and conſign over all thoſe 
to the Mercy of Eccleſiaſlics and the Devil, who had, 
Honeſty enough to examine into Things, and Reſo- 
lation enough to publiſh tae Reſult of their Enquiries, 
— hat I'll preſs this no farther. ——* Tis enough, that 
he was not adviſed by your Lordſhip. — I know it has 
been urged, that Projectors ſeldom accompliſh their 


Views, but Pofterity reap the ſweet Fruits of their La- 


bours, But, my Lord, you'll not approve of any Re- 
flections ſo injurious to the Character of the 4v7/e, benewo- 
lent Author of the Chriſtian Religion. 
The next Remark I ſha!l offer, relates to what you 
_ Obſerve , that Nonconformiſts “ profeſs a Form of the 
« Chriſtiar Religion.“ I agree, that in point of Pru- 
dente we ought to reverence moderate Conformity to the 
Humors of the Church and Women. But is there no- 
thing but a Form of Religion amongſt thoſe who think 


* my Lord? Do Honeſty and Virtue degene- 


rate 


® See Charge 1. p. 33. 
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rate into mere Form, unleſs they are conſecrated: by Rita. Ih 


bliſhments? Are Love to the Deity, and Benevolence to 
our Fellow Creatures, of no value, unleſs they have the 
ſtamp of Church-Orthodoxy upon them? Will you ſuggeſt 
that there are no Friends to Piety and to Mankind-a- 
mong Diſſenters ? In point of Prudence conceal ſuch 
Sentiments, my Lord! 

| The Biſhop of London's Codex is recommended to your 
Clergy . to whom the Church of England is extreme- 
ly obliged, as on other important Occaſions, ſo par- 
* ticularly for that eminent Service done by him in his 
*« moſt elaborate Work, the Code of the Engliſh ecele- 
« fiaſtical Law; together with his very judicious intro- 
« ductory Diſcourſe concerning the preſent State of the 
* Power, Diſcipline, and Laws of the Church of Eng/and ; 
« a Work which muſt be ever conſidered as a Standard 
„by all competent Judges.“ How far I might chime 
with you in your Notions, were I as well paid for de. 
ſending them as your Lordſhip, I can't tell: But I muſt 
expreſs my own Sentiments frankly ; perhaps you'll urge 
I have na Intereſt in View, ard therefore — can be no 
competent Judge of the Matter. This celebrated Stan-. 
dard has been -juſtly deemed an [r/z/t upon the LW 
of the Nation, and if it eſcapes the Notice of the Le- 
gillature, it muſt be, becauſe *tis foo conterptib.e to de- 
ſerve it, I expect this Remark will procure many ecele- 
ſiaſtical Lnarhema's ; but sſſure yourſelf, my Lord, 1 
lay no greater Streſs upon a Pope's Curje, than I do upon 
a Piſsop's Bleſſing. But allowing this Hpiritual Attorney 
all the Merit aſcrib'd to him by your Lordſhip, — yet ; 
is not the n Church i in general obliged to bim, as 

8 well 


T Charge 1. P. 35. 
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well as the Church of Eagland? Or has he done no 
further Service to Chriſtianity, than in conſtituting 
Church-Laws, and repreſenting Church- Power as inde- 
pendent and boundleſs. — My Lord, I have a greater 
veneration for our Church, than to conſider ſuch exorbi- 
tant Claims as calculated to give it any real Dignity, 
however they may aggrandize its Authority, But as there 
is © ſcarce Honeſty enough in the Nation,“ according to 
your Lordſhip, to ſave it from downright Ruin,“ no 
wonder there ſhould be a Set of Men that are zealous in 
betraying Virtue, as well as ® Virtue's Friends, and all 
under the ſpecious Pretence of acting for the Good of tbe 
Church. 

»Tis allow'd, the eccleſiaſlical Conſtitution has : ſome 
<< leſſer Deficiencies, and if the preſent Age were ſuitable 
* to ſo great a Work as that of a Review, carried on by 
Men of Temper and Candour, without Prejudices and 


% Reſentment, it might be brought to the higheſt Per- 


40 ſection on the preſent Foundation, that the Nature of 
. the thing is capable of T. I muſt beg Leave to ex- 
poflulate here with your Lordſhip, Is not our national 
Eſtabliſhment derived from the primitive Church, p. 31, 
and yet ſubject to Ir Deficiencies? If lo, why are we 


required to pay ſach an abſolute Reverence to its Dic- 


tates and Authority? Or is that now become a human 
Conſtitution, which in p. 19, was divine and hravent; ? 
Bat perhaps it will be urged, that tis both perfe21y Bu- 
man, and prrfely divine, like the chimerical Exiſtence 
ſet forth in a ſpurious, celebrated Creed, tho' like that 
too, 'riz—ncither made nor bagouten in the Reaſon of 

24 a; thingy, 


© See the Reaſons of the Oppoſition to Dr, Runge 
conſidered. 
+ Charge, r, p. 36, 
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) | 
Sing, but pedceadish ſrom im Toventions, Whig 
is not the preſent Age ſuitablFlo. fo great a Work as that 
of a Review? Have we no Men of Candour and Tem- 
per amongſt us ? May I be allowed to aſk, without any 
Imputation of Flattery, what muſt the World conclude of 
your Lordfſpip ? What Account can be given of the ven 
rable Bench and the wwbolr Body of the Priefibood? Al 


Hy pocrites and Bigots ? — No, my Lord, we have Per- 


ſons of the greateſt Worth and Learning that adorn our 
Church, and do Honour to the Nation; Men that are 
not afraid of eſpouſing the Principles of Liberty, nor 
aſßamed of being honeft. But, perhaps, you'll urge that 
theſe are the very Men that bring the Church into 
Danger. 

But however mean an Opinion your Lordſhip may 
form of Eceleſiaſtics, muſt the Laity be branded with 
the ſame Marks of Ignominy and Scandal? Shall a Br;- 

ti Houſe of Commons be arraign'd as conſtituted of Per- 
ſons of no Honour or Integrity, — as Tyrants, Slaves, 
or Villains ?——But I ak Pardon, tis the Church's 1 
ſtinguiſbing Character, to be not only exempr from, but 
above all Lay-Power, and Juriſdiction. I appeal to 
yourſelf as to this, and bumbly propole whether being 
refuſed the Liberty to confirm in a certain regal Peculzar, 
in the County of Sa/ep, did not give great, I won't ſay 
juſt Offence to your Lordſhip ? But I wave this, to make 
Way for a Subje& more agreeable to your Lordſhip's 
Taſte, the Parochial Rights of Tithes and Glebe Lands. 
Tis obſervable, as remarked before, that how contemp- 
tible ſoever the Rights of Conſcience and the Chriftian 
Church are treated, parochial Rights engage your Lord- 

Mip's particular Regards. Iafidels ſeoff, and cry if 
| G 1 
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for herſelf, However, 
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the Clergy can but ſ their Tubes, Truth may Rift 
t Tithes and Glebes be invio- 
lably preſerved : I would not apply to them, -what your 
Lordſhip doth to “ Chriſtianity, that they are an Uſurs 
pation on the Rights of Mankind, But, my Lord, 'tis 
an eſtabliſhed Opinion, and I know you highly reve- 
rence Notions that are effab/ifbed, that you might have 
recommended to your Clergy, many more uſeful and in- 
ſtructire Leſſons, But the Caſe ſtands thus, the Loſs of 
a Tithe-Pig, or an Eafter Offering, will make the 


Church toter, and fake its mighty Foundations. Any 


one who takes a View of the numberleſs vexatious and 
ſcandalous Proſecutions that have from Time to Time 
been carried on about ſmall Tithes, will agree with me, 
that to recommend the Study of the Goſpel of Peace, 
would have been much more ſeaſonable, tho* perhaps 
pot ſo acceptable a Subject as the Study of Parochial 


| Rights and Power. Who know? not that *tis ſafer to 


truſt ap Orphan to the Guardianſhip of a hungry Miſer, a 
Man's Carcaſe within the Paws of a hungry Lion, than 
to truſt a weak, ſerupulous Conſcience about Tithes, to the 
Mercy of a Legion of hungry, ravening Eccleſiallics ? 
But having leſt the Church in full Poſſeſſion of her 
legal Rights, we are next to enquire after her Patri- 
mony. There are, it ſeems, + © many Impropriations 
in your Lordſhip's Dioceſs, and the Church's Patri- 
6 mony bas been alienated.” But what Church's, my 
Lord ? The Church of F ngland's or of Rome's ? A Pro- 
teſtant or a Popiſh Church's? You'll not pretend that 


Impropriations were the Patrimony of our Mother- 
Church ? 


* Sec Charge 1. p. 21, + Charge 1. p. 38. 
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Church > They never belonged to her; nor can I fc 
count, my Lord, for your aſcertaining a Title to them, 
| upon any other Footing then this ;—tbat as the Church 
| of Rome is no more in this Land, your Lordſhip lays 
Claim to her Poſſeſſions by Right of Inheritance, as be- 
ing next a · kin. But, notwithſtanding your if inguiſo- 
ing Character, and the Divinity of uninterrupted Suc- 
| ceflion, the Entail is cut off, to your Diſappointment, 
my Lord. | 
| Why are not the like Complaints made, that Iafal- 
libility has been diſclaimed and rejected? Your Lord- 
ſhip's Pretenſions may hold equally ſtrong as to both, 
'Tis almoſt needleſs to femark, that this glorious Pairi- 
mony was the Fruits of ecc/e/iaftical Knavery and Oppre/- 
ſion, The Prieſts enriched themſelves upon the Sp9i/s 
of Honeſty and Virtue, compounded with 4/affins, Cut- 
throats, or Robbers, to pardon all their Sins for a rich 
Legacy to the Church ; and thus the Reverend Decei- 
vers ſoon found trafficking in Salvation to be'a gaiaful 

Linde, as the polite Dr 7quag has expreſſed it, 


— Dying Sinners, to blot out their Score, 
Bequeath'd the Church the Leavings of a Whore. © 
Univerſal Paſſion. 


The Alienation of what your Lordſhip calls the Patris 
mony of the Church, is well known to be the main Pillar 
of the Reformation, And would you propoſe that all 
the Lands engroſs'd by the Church before the Time of 
King Henry VIII. ſhould be reſtored to it again? Be 
conſiſtent, my Lord, tho' we diſclaim Popiſb Super flitions, 
Rand up for an Engliſo Infallibility, and Courts of In- 
quiſition, and eflabliſh an Hierarchy, reſembling that of 
| Wa Rome 
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Rem in all its Scenes of pompous Fillainy and Horrorg] 
Let the Church's Patrimony. be appropriated to the ori- 
ginal Intention. Let the Clergy enjoy all the Lands and 
Ladies in Great-Britain; and: as to Honey and. Conſci- 
ence, let them take their Fate 1 None can judge this Re- 
1 to be foreign to what you have advanced, 
"ts compared with what follows, that tis ab/o/efely 
zrcefſary to preſerve and defend fmall Tiches, How 46. 
folutely neceſſary, my Lord? Doth the Happineſs of Man- 
Kind, the Growth of Virtue and Knowledge, depend 
upon an oppreſſive Exactneſs in collecting of Tithes ? 
Be the Swb/fifence of Vicars dependent upon them, yet, 
my Lord, Chriftianity may ibi without. It Impro- 
- Priations are the Patrimony of the Church, then of con- 
ſequence the Legiſlature concerned in ſuch Alienation, 
were guilty of notorious Sacriledge and High-Treaſon 
aint the Clergy, in robbing them of their conſecrated 
Dues, —— But I forbear, —— Tis enough that your 
Lordſhip diſapproves of the DoQrines of the Roniſs 
Church as #n/amnd and beterodex ; yet it ſeems there is 
a deal of Orthodexy in her Treaſures. Permit me to en- 
quire, my Lord, what kept the World ſo long in aw/ul 
Ignorance and Darkne/i? Was it not the Patrimony of 
the Church? What has been the Parent of Bigetry, and 
tured Saperfiition throughout many ſucceſſive Ages ? 
What hes been the Foundation of Prieficraft, Idolatry, 
end Error? What has made Light Darkneſs, and Good 
Evil r All int: folemis Thing, the Patrimony of the 
Church, my Lord. What has made Liberty unfaſbion- 
able, and Mobs wenerable and ſacred? ——I it not tae 


Pairimony of the Church, thaj ”— Birth to all this, my 


Letd ? 
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But may it pleaſe you to conſider, how foreign. thoſe. 
{nfiruftions ate to thoſe delivered. by Chrilt and his A-. 
poſtles ? and yet, notwithſlanding all ibis, a Church 
without Patrimony, in your Lordſhip's Eſtimation, like 
a fair Lady without Fortune, loſes all her Charms; and. 
in both. Caſcs alike, not to be wedded for her en | 
ing Acompliſhmens, but for the ſske of profuſe. Wealth, | 
and Dowry. — However admitting it ab/o/utely neceſſary 
to preſerve Tithes, yet I believe few will imagine it a. 
/olutely neceſſary to inculcate this upon, the minds of the 
Clergy. Nay, my Lord, many think it ab/o/utely nece/- 
/ary to have-Laws enacted to reſtrain your little ecclefia- 
tical Puttifoggers from carrying on litigious and ſcandalous: 
Proſecutions. Will your Lordſhip recommend the Con... 
duct of an 4þoflate Angel, to the Imitation of the ſaered 
Prieſthood, and call upon them to caſt Men into * Priſon? 
Are Augmentation Offices, my Lord, the great Charters. 
of our Faith and Worſhip? Or are theſe the Divinitice, 
in faſbion, and as ſuch worſhiped by a Sett of Men, whoſe 
diflinguilting Character is (ſor ſarely we may believe yaut 
Lordſhip) on all other Occafions, to expect —— 
paid to themſelves 17 
I ſhall make no Remarks on what is hinted by your 
Lordſhip relating to Church Donations. The Legiſlature 
has wiſely check'd the Progreſs of all Prieftly Juggling 
and Impoſtare from this Quarter, and put an end to the 
Charch's being pampered with the Heritage of Op- 
preffions ! — Bat amongſt all the curious Reflection: 
that both your Lordſhip's Charges abound with nothing 
ſurprizes me ſo much, as to ſee it ailerted by a Divine, 


* 


Rey. ii. 10, + See 2 Charge, P. 54. 
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4 Biſhop of our Church , that the Times are ſo extremely 
bad, that there is ſcarce Honeſty enough left to ſave the 
Nation from downright Ruin. The higheſt Compliment. 
Jean betow upon this Occafion, is, that you were not 
in tara when you delivered this. However, let us 
examine into, the matter. As the ſpiritual Commiſfioners, 
(Iwon't ſay of Trade, for that would be finking them 
into a Level with the Governours of other Societies, a- 
mongſt whom I hope the Principles f Honefty are com- 
mon) but as the fpiritul Commiſſioners of Heaven claim 
our higheſt Regards, we'll begin our Remarks there. 
What will your Lordſhip repreſent the whole Body of the 
Clergy to be? What will become of the whole Cavalry 
of the Church, Archbiſhops, Biſhops and Deans; Pre- 
bends, Archdeacons, Vicars, Curates, and Apparitors ? 


Have they done nothing to promote the Intereſt of Vir- 


tue? Or have they corrupted the World, palm'd Super- 
Hition on Mankind for Religion, and Mimickry for 
Chriſtian Worſhip? Are all their Pretenſions to Piety 
only Prieſtcrafc and Hypocriſy ? And doth the Matter in 
Fact ſtand thus, that there is Jittle Honey amongſt them? 
Is their Zea for the Church, their /o/emn Subſcriptions to 
its Articles, their liſting themſelves into its Service, only 
the Offspring of Self-Intereſt? What regard can Kings 
pay to their Oa7hs, the Laity to their Preaching, and ihe 
World to their Function, if their diſtinguiſbing Char adler 
be this, that there is ſcarce any Honefty amongſt them ? 
What are all the outward Appearances of Devotion, 
Faſting, and Prayer, by which our Church is eminently 
Gillinguiſhzd ? Is there nothing in all this, my Lord, 

| but 
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but a Trick of the Prieſts to get Money? Are they only 


devout out of Knawery, and do they worſhip the Al- 


mighty not for Grace, but Gold? It ſo, of what mighty 
Importance are ful/ome Panegyrics on the SanQtity- of 
national Churches? A commiſſioned Prieſſ bosd that doth 


not reform the World, is a Diggrace to Chriſtianity, and 


an Iaſult upon common Senſe. Whatever /olerzn Cheats 
are impoſed upon the Public, and virtually confeſſed to 
be of no Service to the Country, tis a Bleſſing to have 
ſuch Rogueries detected, and 'tis a Piece of Juſtice to 
puniſh the Abertors of them, as ſo many ſtrolling Con- 
jurers and Vagrants, A Church without Honeſty, like 
a Proſtitute without Shame or Virtue, may betray Inno, 
cence and ſeduce Multitodes into Ruin, but can never be 
uſeful to any State or Nation, However, theſe are the 
natural and juſt Conſequences of the Principles laid dowa 
by your Lordſhip, that there is ** ſcarce Honeſty enough 
ia the Nation to ſave it from downright Ruin.“ Tie 
allowed, there will be Knaves and Fools in all Profeſ- 


ions. However, I muſt differ from you, my Lord, 


and maintain that we bave many excellent and learned 
Divines belonging to our Church, whoſe Characters and 
Accompliſhments are as illuſtrious as their Stations, I 
could give a Catalogue, but Iknow it would offend your 
Lordſhip's Modeſty to be inſerted amongſt them, and 
therefore ſhall decline the 'I'sfs, —— In the next Place, 
in what Views muſt the Eng/1/5 Laity be painted ? I muſt 
repeat the Queſtion. Muſt the Mzjority of a Britzþ 
Houſe of Commons be ſtigmatized as Men of no Honeſty ? 
Are the Guardians of our Liberties, the Gentry of the 
Nation, Enemies to Truth and Virtue? Are there not 
Thouſands and ten Thouſands in this Kipgdow, in 

; lower 
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Gomer spheres of Life, who behave very worthily in their 
- Stations? Yes, my Lord, we have Rlowmen, that in 
their Capacity are is ſerviceable to their Country as Bi- 
ſhops? ----- I am apprized, my Lord, tis the Faſion 
to deem all thoſe -fe/s who can't ſee theReaſonableneſs 
of High-Churchmen's Opinions; yet I am ſo weak as to 
believe the Times are not ſo bad as your Lordſhip re- 
preſents them. I can't pretend to form a Judgment what 
Character that Part of Mankind deſerves, which your 
Lordſhip is moſt converſant with, but ſhall ſtill main- 
tain this, that there is more Honeſty in the Nation now, 
than in former Ages, when Eccle/zaftics were our Rulers, 
and when Tyranny was /icenſed from the Throne, How- 
ever, I am ſorry that a Perſon of your Lordſhip's Chae 
raQer and Reputation has the Misfortune, according to 
your own Account, to be acquainted with few but 
ſach as are —abandoned Miſcreants and Villains. 

I muſt confeſs, my Lord, when I have heard ſome -7- 
gid Fanatics, of different Denominations, pouring out 
their Spleen and Invectives againſt Nature; arging that 
their Iniquities were entailed upon them by their Fathers; 
and not only that they were XKraves, which perhaps none 
ever diſputed, but that they were Knaves by their very 
Fergie, Ne given me a very mean Idea of the 
Abettors of futh Principles and Notions, I can't con- 
ceive why ſuch d7/Gonourable and leo Sentiments ſhould 
be entertained of human Nature, unleſs it be that the 
Authors of them have converſed amongſt the loweſt Part 
of their Species ; or otherwiſe are Perſons of no Virtue 
or CharaQter themſelves, "Tis natural enough to form 
an Opinion of others from thoſe Diſpoſitions that are molt 
prevalent and commanding in ourſelves.—It can't be 

imogin'd, 
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imsgin'd, that this latter ſhould be the Caſe as to yout 
Lordſſh p. 


But, my Lord, as the hard Names of Infidels and He- 


retics have been oft aukwardly apply'd to diſcountenance 


free Enquiries into Truth, ſo many will judge, that 'tis 
no more than an artful Bugbear, to ſuggeſt that there is 
ſcarce any Honeſty in the Nation. Your Lordſhip will 
not preſume to deny that we have wiſe Governors and 
Rulers : The Laity no longer hug their Chains: They 
dare think for themſelves, without ſolliciting Leave of 
the Clergy, But perhaps it might be your Lordſhip's 
Opinion, that "tis owing to want of Honefty, that Laymen 
ever think at all, "Tis their Duty not to puzzle them- 
ſelves with Reaſon, but to obey their ſpiritual Guides, 
and implicitly ſubmit to their DireQions, 

The Danger of the Church calls afreſh for our Regards, 
* *«« the Tithe-Bill, and what is connected with it, the 
« Fate of the Chriſtian Religion,“ ſhould awaken dur 
Fears, and alarm all our Paſſions, —'T'is well known that 
tacling Bills have been as faſhionable as ſcandalous in the 


State, and now it ſeems ſomething of the ſame Nature 


muſt be introduced into Religion. The Tithe- Bill and 
the Fate of Chriſtianity connected! Wherein doth Chriſii- 
enity conſiſt ? Is it not in reverence to the Deity, in ſo- 
cial Virtue and Goddneſs? and can't theſe ſubſiſt without 
Tithes, nay, without any Prieſihood at all? In primitive 
Times there were no Stipends annexed to Pre: ching, and 
yet Chriſtianity triumphed over High- Church Prieſts end 
Heatheni/m, and made a vitotious Progreſs, But has it 
gain'd ground preportionable to the increaſe of Church- 
Wam and Power? The very reverie, wy Lord. When 

H Chriſtian 


Charge 1. p. 42. 
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Chriſtian Priefls became pampered with Pride epd Lux- 
ury, and grew infolent in Tyranny, Religion fary'd, and 
Piety loſt ground in Proportion. *Tis obſervable, as the 
immortal Milton has expreſſed it ; ** That ſo long as the 
** Church, in true imitation of Chriſt, can be content to 
« ride upon an Aſs, cartying herſelf ard her Government 
« along in a mean and ſimple Guiſe, ſhe may be, as he 
« js, a Lion of the Tribe of Judah, and in her Humility, 
« all Men with Joud Hoſannahs will confeſs her 
« preatneſs ; but when, deſpiling the mighty Operation 
« of the Spirit by the weak Things of this World, ſhe 
„thinks to make herſelf bigger and more cor ſiderable. 
«© by uſing the way of civil Force and juriſdiction, as ſhe 
* fits upon this Lion ſhe changes into an Aſs, and inſtead 
*« of Hoſannahe, every Man pelts her with Stores and 
« Dirt.”* And indeed, to be plain, my Lord, tho' Men 
of conſecrated Character have the Privilege to ſay what 
they pleaſe, yet ſhould Lay men ever repreſent the Church 
as independent of all ſecular Autbority, they would be deem- 
ed accompliſhed Aſſes, were it not —— that they are in 
danger of loſing their Ear: ! 

« The important Out-<vorks of our eccleſiaſtical E- 
ſtabliſnment, the Corporation and Teff- Acts,“ next open 
to our View. I never fully diſcovered tne Reaſon be- 
fore, why our Church is always in Danger. In Danger 
it will be always, my Lord, unleſs fiz'd upon a more ſo- 
lid Baſis and Foundation. Tis an undutiful Reflection 
from a Son of the Church, that has been nurſed with 
Tenderneſs in her Bofom, and ſhared in her choiceſt Bleſ. 
flugs, to ſuggeſt that ſhe can't maintain her Ground with- 
cut ig the Rights of Mankind, Is the Authority of 

the 
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the Church to be ſupported not by dint of Reaſon, but 
by oppreſſive tytannical Power? Mahometiſm and Po- 
pery will of courſe rival her in all her Glories. My Lord, 
"tis beneath the CharaQter of a wiſe Maſter-Builder to in- 
ſinuate, that Church Architecture is never ſafe without ſuch 
political Seaffolas, and Buttreſſes to erect and ſupport it. 
Will your Lordſhip confeſs no Diviaity but Power, and 
pay Homage to no God but that of Riches? Why ſo 
much Buſtle then about the Sacredneſs of Church Rights ? 


Your Lordſhip has cleared up the Matter. Sampſon 3 


Riddle, when applied to this, carries along with it no 
My/ry at all. Out of the Eater comes forth Meat, and 
out of the Strong comes forth Swweetne/s, 

But, my Lord, are theſe important Out-works of the 
Eſtabliſhment, of any Importance in recommendiny Vit- 
tue and Chriſtian Sincerity ? How prepoſterous would 
ſuck a Declaration as this appear! — I ſolemnly comme- 
morate the Sufferings of my Redeemer, with a View not 
to improve my Morals, but to be qualified for a Poſt — 
ia the Church or Army. No Wonder, my Lord, if In- 
fidels ridicule Chriſtianity, when Churehmen themſelves 
thus avowedly blaſpheme one of its molt ſolemn Iaſtitu- 
tions, *Tis ſhocking to ſee ſuch flagrant and ſcandalous 
Wickednels encouraged. But I have fo great a Venera- 
tion for the Orthodox Sons of the Church, that I would not 
put ſuch an Aﬀront upon their Honeſty, as to imagine that 
they are ſincere, when they repreſent the receiving the 
Fuchariſt, as a Duty of great Solemnity and Importance. 
Did they believe this, they would at leaſt rival the Piety 
of your Lordſhip can tell whom, and tremb/: at ſuch 
an infamous Proſtitution of it, to ſerve ambitious and 
worldly Views. The Corporation and Teſt-Acts are 
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the important Out- No of the EH al. iſment in the (ame 


Senſe as Racks, Inquiſitions, the Docttines of lafalibi.. 


lity, Penances, Pilgrimages, and Abſolutions, are the in- 
portant Out-avorks of another Communion, They are 
calculated to eſtabliſh Craft, to give Sanction to Superſti- 
tion, and raiſe up a Kingdom of tyrannical Prieſts upon 
the Ruins of Cbriſt's Church and Kingdom. 

I leave your Lordſhip to give a full Looſe to your pa- 
thetic viſionary Fears, in the ſucceeding Pages, concern- 
ing the Diſtreſs and Danger of the Church, Lord pity 
the miſerable Creature that has lain under ſuch bitter An- 
guiſh and Affliction. Reſtore Health, Ignorance, and 
Infallibility amongſt all her Sons, Propagate Tyranny ; 
ellabliſh Confuſion in the Land. Let Liberty ſicken, let 
Virtue die, and the Church will for ever live and reign 
in Peace. Let your Lordſhip ſay Amen to this, and let 
all good Churchmen bleſs you, and thoſe of your Lord- 


ſhip's Principles, as the Saviour of their Church and 


Nation. 

As * Pamela s Addreſs to an Heathen Deity, was ca- 
nonized by the Adoption of the Roya/ Martyr; fo I 
make no queſtion, if this Prayer ſhould be adopted by 
_ Loraſbip, but that it would be counted Orthodox, 
not only by all your Friends, but like wiſe by all the pro- 
fe ed Enemies to his pre ſent Majeſty's Government and 
” Adminiſtration. To ſhew with what Propriety it may 
be uſed by you, I ſhall tranſcribe at length a few Paſla- 
ges that contain a lively Image of your Lordſhip's Zeal 
for the Church . «At 


® 4 Prayer uſed by an inaginary Lay, in Sir P. 8. 
Arcadia, and uſed by Eing C. as his own, in the famnus 
Eicon Bafilike, + Charge 1. p. 41. 


C Ox: 


At ſo critical a Juncture, when common Chriſtianity 
e is treated with an avowed Contempt and open Pro- 
„ phaneneſs; when an undiſguiied Immorality prevails 
„ fo very generally; when there is ſcarce Honeſty 
enough left to ſave the Nation from downright Ruin; 
« when, with regard to the ellabliſhed Church in 
„particular, the royal Supremacy is proſeſſedly expoſed 
as inconſiſtent with the Rights of Conſcience, even 
that Supremacy, which was the Ground-work of the 
* Reformation amongſt us from Popery, which was ac- 
© knowledged and ſworn to by the old Puritans them- 
* (elves, tho' now inconſiſlently enough diſowned and 
condemned in the new Hiſtory and Vindication of 
„ them and their Principles; and that too, after a To- 
« leration had beenWllowed to the preſent Diſſentets, 
„which was not to the Paritans; when fo deſtructive 
* an Attempt has been made on the legal Maintenance 
ot the Clergy, as the late Tithe- Bill, and conſequently 
on the Saubſiſtence of the Prieſthood, and what is con- 
„ need with it, I mean, the Fate of the Chriſtian Re- 
« lipgion amongſt us; when, an Attack has been ſo 
* lately made on the important Out-works of our ec- 
« clefiaſtical Eſtabliſhment, the Corporation and Teſt- 
« Acts, with the greateſt Inſolence towards the eſta- 
n b{:ſhed Church, and moſt undutiful Menaces of the 
« civil Government, in the controverſial Pamphlets' on 
© that Subject; when under the ſolemn Pretence of re- 
« forming the Abuſes of the eccleſiaſtical Courts, all e- 
* piſcopal Authority has fo lately been well-nigh under- 
t mined, or rather cut up by the Roots, in that Scheme 
„of Reformation, as it was originally formed: And if 


„that Order had bzen rendered uſcleſs, as no doubt it 
would 
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© would have been, though when ſtripp'd of all Autho- 
« rity, it is natural to infer, that the Revenues of it 
would have been ſoon thought uſeleſs too, to Men 
<* depriv'd of all real Authority; and that therefore the 
Onder itſelf, in reſult of Things, might have been 
** conſidered as ſuperfluous, and perhaps, ia due Time, 
** thought fit to be aboliſhed as inſignificant : When, 
again, Churches themſelves, the greai Inſtrumenis of 
„ preſerving ſome Senſe of Religion among us, have 
lately been put in ſuch a Method of Repairs, as pro- 
* bably would have ended in the irretrievable Ruin of 
« the greater Part of them in no long Period of Time: 
« When, likewiſe, the Correction of Abuſes of Matii- 
© monial Licences is well knowr 10 have been laboured 
« in ſo ablurd a Manner, as to have permitted the Mar- 
„ riage of Minors of each Sex, without the Conſent of 
„their Parents or Guardians; tho” the late pretended 
Reformation of eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, was origi- 
4% nally founded on an irregular Marriage, and an ab- 
„ ſurd Licence: When, once more, to compleat ſo bad 
« a Proipect, the propoſed Reformation of epiſcopal Ju- 
« riſdiction, has derived its Origin from ſome Perſons 
„that have profeſſed no ſmall Zeal for the Church of 
„ England, but who have not diſdained to copy after the 
** avowed Adverſaries of the Church, in the Beginning 
„of the Times of Confuſion : When theſe melancholly 


«*« Circumſtances, I ſay, have ſo lately concurred, (he 


** Conſequences of which, are not perhaps, ſo generally 
** underliood by the parochial Clergy, in Parts remote 
from the great Scene of Buſineſs, as they ought to be) 
wit is natural to infer from the whole, that our Zeal foc 
* ta; edabliſhed Church, ought to bear a juſt Proporti- 
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gon to the Danger of its pieſent Situstion; as likewiſe, 
** that it ought to be ſuitable to our Knowledge of is 
* Conſtitution, in conſequence of the moſt diligent En- 
* quiries into the Grounds and Foundation of je, Tf 
* thele zre not proper Occaſions for Ze for our ec- 
*« clefiaflical Conſtitution, it is not eaſy to aflipn Cir- 
„ cumſtances that may juſtly demand it.” 

Surely, my Lord, Cain's Cur/e, has been entailed upon 
the Church ia theſe latter Ages. —Every one that finds 
me will a/ me, I'll not pretend to ſay, that 'tis for 
the ſame Reaſon, becauſe it delights in Bloodſhed and 
lordly lawleſs juriſdiction, where it has no Right to ex- 
ert any Authority at all. But, my Lord, it may be nei- 
ther uninſtructive nor unentertainipg, to take a View 
how this ecc/efaſlical Shuttle-cock, the Danger of the 
Church has been playſd about on diffe ent and repeated 
Occefions, The Danger of the Church was warmly 
orgech to bring the glorious Revolution into Diſgrace ; 
the Danger of the Church was pleaded againſt the Act 
of Toleration, for weak and ſcrupulous Conſciences. 
The Danger of the Church wes likewile the Foundation 
of the Schiſm-Bill ; the Danger of the Church betrayed 
the brave Catalan, and patched up the ſc2ndalous Peace 
of Utrecht, — Tie Danger of the Church was at the 
Head of the Preſton Rebellion; and the Danger of this 
tottering unwieldy Fabric has nurs'd al the rude Inſolen- 
cies offered to his preſent Majeſty's Government, whom 
may God Jong preſerve. About the thirtieth of /axuary 
the Church is yearly in more imminent Danger, as has 
been obſerved by Sir Richard Ctee/e, in his incomparable 
Letter ta the Pope; @ Treatiſe | would recommend to the 
re quent and diligent P:rufal of your Lordſhip, But one 

would 


— 
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would think, from the Continuance of that Anniver/ary, 
that God Almighty pays but ſmall Regards to the Cries 
and Prayers of the Church, and that the Prieſts, what- 
ever Intereſt they may have on Earth, have but little in 
Heaven ; inſomuch that they have been praying near a 
hundred Years, for the forgiveneſs of one Sin, and yet 
by God, as well as Men, 'tis unforgiven till ; for ſolemn 
Party Rage, and Party Prayers, are yet annually obſerv- 


ed on the Occaſion. 
In the Year 1705, the Complaints of the Danger of 


the Church ſpread abroad to diſtract the Kingdom with 
unreaſonable and groundleſs Piſtruſis and Jealouſies, in- 
cur'd a ſevere Cenſure from the Legiſlature of the Na- 
tion, and“ it was reſolved, by the Lords Spiritual and 
4% Temporal, and Commons ia Parliament aſſembled, 
That the Church of England, #s by Laws eſtabliſhed, 
© which was reſcued from the extremeſt Danger, by 
« King William the Third, of glorious Memory, is now, 
« by God's Bleſſing. under the happy Reign of her pre- 
« ſent Majeſty, in a moſt ſafe and flopriſhing Condition; 


« and that whoſoever goes about to ſuggeſt the Church 


js in Danger under her Majeſty's Admiration, is an 
« Enemy tothe Queen, the Church, and the Kingdom.“ 
— You dare not ſuggeſt, my Lord, but that our preſent 
grecious Sovereign, is as cordial and ſincere a Friend to 
the Church as the late Queen 4xze. Should your Lord- 
ſhip's Outcries therefore, of the Churck's Danger, be 


deemed worthy of Parliamentary Notice, muſt you not 
expect in Parliamentary Language, to be marked out as 


an Enemy to his Majeſty, the Church, and the Kingdom? 
Would you not be attainted with propagating Faction, 
and promsting unreaſonable and groundleſs Diſtruſts and 

| Jealouhes 
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Jeslouſies among the King's liege Subjects? Is this thh 
Commiſſion, my Lord, that you have been entruſied 
with from Heaven? Or this the AH inguiſbing Character 
which is your boalted Claim ? If ſo, let it be deſpiſed, 
let it be unenvied, but let it never be imitated by any 
true Proteſtants, or any ſincere Lovers of their Country. 
According to your Lordſhip, 'tis dangerous to attempt 
any further Reformations in the Church, tho' you ac- 
knowledge ſuch Reformations are wavting. You allow 
there are leſſer Deficiencies in our eccleſiaſlical Conſlitu- 
tion, and jet the remedying of theſe ought not to be 
attempted. Such inconfiltent, innovating Schemes can 
never do Honour to Chriſtianity ; and tho' they may 
take with the beſotted Part of the Nation, ſuch as are 
Enthuſiaſts for Craft and Power, yet they'll meet with a 
juſter Fate from all Men of ſound Reaſon and ſober Un- 
derſtandings. 

I find it is aſſeried by your Lordſhip, “ that the. FOR 
s /efſed Friends of the Church, are entring into a Con- 


ſpitacy againſt ic. I can't appropriate the Honour 


of this Remark, ſolely to your Lordſbip. — I have oft 
heard as much from a tumultuous Rabble at Country 
Elections. Some Perſons that have profeſſed no 
* {mall Zeal for the Church of England, have not diſ- 
** daiped to copy after the avowed Adverjaries of the 
Church, in the Beginning of the times of Confuſion.“ 
Who were thoſe avowed Adver/aries, my Lord? Hamp- 
den and other illuſtrious Patriots, whole Names will en- 
gage a grateſul Reverence, when little Pamphleteers, 
that deal about common place Rage and Invedive, will be 
einher deſpiſed or 3 "Tis ſaid by your Lord- 

I | . ſhip, 
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| hip, © foreign Proteſtarts are not to be moleſted, bat 
„our Diſſenting Proteftants “ at home, demand a very 
different Conduct.“ That is, sccording to your 
Lordſhip, as we differ from them in our Notions concer- 
ning the Importance of Ceremonies, and the Piety of Im- 
poſitions, ſo neither ought we to be united with them in 
an amicable Intercourſe, and charitable Sentiments as to 
other Matters, Let our Charity towards them extend. 
no further than we are directed by Self-intereſt and Ad- 
vantage. Let them be painted as ſo many Monſters in 
Nature. Repreſent them in the ſame Views as Infde/s 
do High-Churchmen, a Pack of ' Knaves and Enthuſiaſts. 
But, + in Point of Prudence, ſays your Lordſhip, let us 
not give any juſt Suſpicions of our Diſguſt to the legal 
Toleration of them. In Point: of Prudence, is this the 
higheſt Pi:ch of your Lordſhip's Charity and Religion ? 
Are your Lordſhip's Regard: for Chriflianity ale! Or 
are the divine Rights of Tithes ard Epiſcopacy, the only 
EJJentials of your Lordſhip's Faith? in Point of Pru- 
dence, we are not to appear open Advocates for Perſecu- 
tion. — The Times won't beat this. The Church is 
fie and in Danger, for we have a Proteſtant Prince on 
the Throne, who will not be z5chez'd by Ecclefaſlics out 
of the AﬀeRions and Liberties of his Subjects. Ia Point 
of Prudence, we mult ſit eafy under theſe ori/ancholy Cir- 
cumſtances, and not attempt to cruſh thoſe whom the 
Legiſlature believes to be our Fellow-Creaturer, But, my 
Lord, it requires no great Degree of Szintſhip to prophe- 
ſy, what would be their Fate, were it left to your Lord 
ip's charitable Decifon, Were it prudential, you would 
; 8 readily 
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readily concur in the good Work of curfing and 4ra- 
gooning theſe Herttics into their right Minds, Were it 
Prudential, the Act de Heretico comburendo ſhould be 
publickly defended, and Smithfeld Flames ſhould never 
ſeep or die, I would gladly be informed, whether Pru- 
'dentials conſtitute the Whole of your Lordſhip's Reli- 
gion ? Whether our Loyalty, like our Charity, ii io be 
carried on in Point of Prudence, my Lord ? Whether it 
be not in Point of Prudence only, that you ſwear Allegi- 
ance to the King, and acknowledge the Royal Supremacy. 
— I would likewiſe ſubmit it to your Lordſhip's judici- 
ous Determination, whether Points of Virtue, of Honeſty, 
of Conſcience, ought to pay Homage to points of Prudence, 
or not? But perhaps your Lordſhip may not think it a 
point of Prudence, to give a determinate Anſwer to this. 
In point of Prudence, we are not to give any juſt Suſ- 
«+ picions, that we envy or grudge them that Indulgence 
« allowed them, of worſhipping God after their owa 
4% Manner, and of enjoying without Didurbance, the 
« DiQtates of their own Conſciences. I find, my Lord, 
our Difſenting Proteſtants are juſt as much indebted to 
your Lordſhip, as good Chriſtians are to him whoſe 
diflinguifoing Charater is, that he ſeeks whom he may 
#Yevdir.: They are in no Danger from him, becauſe— 
he is not in a Capacity to hurt or deſtroy them. In 
point of Prudence, we ate not to hang or bers them for 
ſaying their Prayers, tho“ our A/iduity in collecting 
Church-Tithes, ſhould allow us no Time to prey ourſelves. 
But if they decry Eflabliſhments, were it in our Power, 
Vengeance and Blood ſhould purſue them ! Let the 
Sword be girt on, and tath it in their Gore and Bowels? 
Theſe are the natural Conſequences of your Lordſhip's 
* Bat, 
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* But, i: ſeems, ** they are ſo fond of Power, or Roſls of 

* Authority, as to labour at breaking down the Fences 

* of the eſtabliſhed Church, and thereby place themſelves 

on a Level with the national Eſtabliſhment, on Occaſion 

« of merely ſecular Matters that are confeſiedly foreign to 
our religious Pretenſions . How can Chriſtianity 
ſuffer, if thoſe Fences were broke down, that your Lord- 
ſhip acknowledges to be of no Importance to Religion? 
But, it ſeems, Luſt after Power and Poſts of Authority, 
tho? foreign to religious Pretenfions, yet are ſo far from 
being foreign, that they are et to the Character of 
a good Churchman. 

Tho' weak Fanatics may ohh an avowed Con- 
tempt of ſecular matters, when they ſtand in competion 
with their Duty, yet I am till willing to believe, that 
you will not admit ſecular Matters to be foreign to your 
Lordibip s religious Pretenſions, The Reader will agree 
with me, when he reflects on what you have aſſerted on 
Tithe- Bills and the Fate of Cbriſtianity being immedi. 
ately and neceſlarily connected. According to this, the 
Property of the Almighty ought to be transferr'd to his 
Vicegerents ; the Barth, and the Fullneſi thereof, ſhould 
be no longer the Lord's, but the Clergy's. 

How far the Government . has exerted itſelf in quaſh- 
« ing the T:ithe- Bill and Corporation and Tef-44s," is 
none of my Buſineſs to conũder. If in fact it be ſo, I 
preſume, my Lord, they don't think themſelves much 
obliged to you for the Diſcovery ; and perhaps they would 


not, in point of Prudence, trult your Lordihip with a 


Secret, ſo ſoon'as a 7 rar/lation, 
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« Our Zeal for the Conſlitution of the national 
Church, ought to be accompanied with Charity to- 
« wards thoſe who unhappily diſſent from it:“ Yes, in 
point of Prudence, my Lord. I ſhall not enter into the 
Reaſon that obliged your Lordſhip to take notice of the + 
Innovation complained of in your Dioceſe, with refe. 
rence tothe Burial of the baptized Children of Proteſtant 
Diſſenters ® ; nor ſhall I, at this time, take upon me 
- to enquire, whether Baptiſm was intended as a ſtanding 
Diſpenſation in the Chriſtian Church, or was to be of 
temporary Duration. This is obvinus to all, that the 
Commiſſion given the Apoſtles to baptize, extended no 
farther than to themſelves 1] be with you to the end of 
(be Warld. Will any one preiend that God Almighty 
has always been with thePrigſthood, or that be has vouch- 
ſafed his Attendance upon a corrupt, tyrannical Clergy? 
This is certain, my Lord, that Bapti/m has oft been re. 
preſented more like a Charm, than a rational, uſeful In- 
flitution, Some time ago, an Orthodox Divine, in 
your Lordſaip's Dioceſe too, adminiſtring private Bap- 
tiſm to an Infant, the Water was brought in a wooden 
Bowl. The Ceremony being concluded, the Reverend 
Enthufaft took occaſion to addreſs the Parent in the fol. 
lowing manner: Sir, Vou are to underſtand, this Bowl 
has been con/ecrated by virtue of my Priefily Authority 
end Fundion. It would be Sacrilege to defile it for any 
volgar Uſe and Service, and therefore, by way of Preven- 
tion, I take the Liberty to burn it, Accordingly he diſ- 
poſed of the wooden Idol, and warm'd himſelf by the 
Fire his Zea/ had kindled. I preſume, my Lord, had 
it been a ſilver Bowl, he would have ated with a till 
greater 
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would have taken the liberty to have appropriated it to 
$im/elf, ai a ſacred Treaſure appertaining to the Church. 
— I mentivd this, in Honour of your Lordſhip, to ſhew 
that the Zeal you recommed for the Church, has not 
not beenloſt upon your Clergy. 

* Having conſidered many Specimens of your Lordſhip's 
Zeal, we are now arrived at one Inſtance of your Charity. 
Tis granted by you, that baptized Diſſenters are 
Chrittians, But what are we to underſtand by their be- 
Jog Chriſtians at large? Are they poſſeſſed of more ge- 
Herovy, catholic Principles, or a more benevolent Cha- 
racer than thoſe who belong to our Church and Com- 


Drofs of Nature, and the Refuſe of the World. I pro- 
/  Hiſe myſelf to lee this explained by your Lordſhip, in 2 
Key to your Charge whenever the World is favoured 
with a ſecond Edition of it. You have entered into ſome 
Particulars, 10 contribute to ſet ſerupulous Clergymen 
right. But this is to be effected i in a more compendious 
Shes way, chan by dint of Reaſoning and Perſuaſion ; a Scarf, 
a Ring, and a Funeral Sermon, is an approved and in- 
fallible Remedy, my Lord, to remove the Scruples | of 
all conſcientious Vicars, Curates, or Biſoops, concerning 
the lawfulneſs of burying Proteſlant Diſſenters in conſe- 
crated Clay. I flatter myſelf, that this Preſcription will 
not fail of your Lordſbip's favourable Recommendation, 
2 I have the Pleaſure to agree with you, my Lord, that 


© ell Encomiums on our eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, are vain 


and infignificant Things, unleſs we ſhew the great Ad- 
vantage of it in the Influence it has on our Lives and 


Converſations. It doth not neceſſarily follow, that the 
don 


greater holy Caution, and to preſerve it from Pollution, 


Munion ? Or doth your Lordſhip mean, that tbey are the ' 
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Sons of the Church are Heirs of Heaven, becauſe they 
inborit a great Part of the Wealth and Poxwer of the Na- 
tion. Zeal for a Hierarchy, is not always attended with 
common Honeſty, much leſs is it an iofallible Token of 
divine Grace, Nor doth it follow, that becauſe qut Names 
are enrolled in the Church Regiſter, that therefore they 
are writ in the Book of Life, Your Lordſhip well knows 
that conſecrated Bricks, Clay, and Timber haye been 
the Laol-Diuinities of modern Times, Epiſcopal Bene- 
ditions have made Stocks and Stones as wiſe and holy, 
as thoſe who beſtowed the Bleſſing upon them. A reli. 
2ious Reverence has been paid to Beings that have neither 
Eyes to ſee, Ears to hear, nor Hearts to conceive; and 
not only they who wr hip, but they who caponized them, 
have been like unto them, and ſo is every one that traffethᷣ 
in them. But, my Lord, I would gladly be informed, 
whether the beauty of Holineſs can conſiſt in Things that 
have neither Beauty nor Holineſs in them, As it is the 
Peop/e that conſtitutes the Church, ſo tis a good People that | 
makes a good Church, a Peop/e ortbogox in their Lives, that 
makes an orthodox Church ; tho* a low, ſottiſh profligate 
D ent is an efſential Characteriſtic of an iafallilis 
Churc## and whilſt the glorious Pillars of it ate ſober 
enough to Hand upon their own Limbs, their Church wil. 
be in Danger of falling. Where ſuch a Spirit prevails, 
Chriſtianity muſt languiſh under its malignant and bane- 
ful Influence. We may as ſoon expect the Dewi/ to turn 
Moraliſt. or a Miſer to be charitab/e and honeſt, as hope 
that a Prief hood ſhould reform the World, that are them- 
ſelves profefſed Enemies to the Principles of Liberty and 
Ryformation, The moſt elevated Pretenſions to Senctity, 

unleſa 


22) 
unleſs adorned by a ſuitable Conduct, like the Charms of 
a common Proſtitute, loſe all their Beauty and Force. 

Rather, therefore, my Lord, than con/ecrate Tyranny 
with an Air of Devotion ; rather than adopt uncbriſt ian 
Uſurpetions into out excellent Church; rather than me- 
tamorphoſe the Clergy into Harpies, exert your Zeal in 
recommending moral Virtue, Benevolence and Charity, 
to their Choice and Elteem, Let the Language of the 
Pulpit be Peace and Truth. Set an Example before yout 
Brethren, firſt, to preach, and next of all, to preach not 
themſelves, but — Chriſt Jeſus. Convince them, my 
Lord, that it will give a greater Dignity to their Character. 
to be Miniſters of Righteouſneſs, than to be the Pimps of 
a Faction, the Lacgueys of Infallibility, and the Promoters 

of Strife and Wrath, But your Lordſhip is no Friend 
to Innovations in the Church, and therefore poſſibly may 
reject all this. 

Many have been deemed Enemies to the Church, for 
no other Reaſon, in the Opinion of fallible Men, than 
their Attachment to uncorrupt Chriſtianity ; and Infilels 
have thought, that more have incurr'd the Cenſure of 
ecclefiaſtical Damnation for their Honeſty, than for want 
of Grace, *Tis poſib/e, nay, tis cemmon to be a good 
Churchman, without ever attending the Services of the 
Church at all; and yet an Apoſtate from the Church, 
has been counted a more dreadful Hydra, than an Apo- 
fate from Grace and Goodneſs, I am led to theſe Re- 
flections, by what your Lordſhip obſerves, that your Ad- 
verſaries, that is, as you have explained yourſelf, thoſe 
who diſſent from us, are gone off from that owtzvard Ap- 
pearance of SanQticy, and Severity of Morals, with which 
thaſe- of their Party rfl let out, wo warniſi d over the 

Cauſo 
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Cuaoſe of Poritenifm, and the ſubſequent Separation, If 
this Remark ſhews any thing, beſides Weakneſs and Ma- 
lice, it muſt be this, — that an outward Appearance of, 
SanQity, a mere Varniſh of Piety, is all that your Lord- 
ſhip thinks neceſſary to recommend to your Clergy. Bot, 
my Lord, doth it pot betray the moſt accompliſhed Par- 


tiality, that that Severity of Morals ſhould, on all formee 


Occaſions, be repreſented by Men of your Lordſhip's 
Frinciples, as Fanaticiſm and Enthuſiaſm, and that the 
Refinements of that Party ſhould now be arraigned as; pro- 


ceeding from want of Zeal. 
J muſt not forget to take Notice of your Lordſhip's 


charitable Diſpoſition, in treating all thoſe as your Ad. 


&er/aries, who entertain any Notions different from thoſe 


which ate eſtabliſned. Inſtead of ſaying we are Bretbren, . 
why ſhould we fall out by the way ? 'tis thought pro- 


per tg kindle Men's Paſſions againſt them, and make 
them eaſier Sacrifices to the Zeal and Devotion of a Mob. 


But, my Lord, why are they counted Adverſaries ? Do 
they hate Biſhops ? 


they declare againſt Chriſtianity ? — No, they confeſs 


the Bibie to be the only infallible Rule and Standard! 


To they decry a Miniſtry in the Church? — No, they 


oppoſe only thoſe who would lord it over God's Heri- 


tage, and claim Dominion over their Faith Do their 


C ergy ſwear Allegiance to the Kiug, and as under 


God, the /upreme Ruler of the Church; and yet place 
themſelves on a Level with the civil Conſtitution iilelf 3 


nay, independent of all ſecular Authority ?— No, they | 


have appeared hearty Friends to the Proteſtant Govern» 


ment and Succeſſion, without Equivocation, and without 
K Reſerve ; 


No, they wiſh we had many 
more that — would be wiſe, faithſul and honeſt. Do 
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Reſerve ;- and, which is more, without any Proſpe& of! 
raifing themſelves to any Epiicopal Dignities or Hons 
ours ! Can theſe be your Reaſons, why they are treated: 
as your Adverſaries, my Lord? I leave your Lordſhip: 
to determine this, —— 

J paſs by your Complaints of the ill Morals and Infi- 
delity of the Ape, as having been already conſidered, 
and proceed to conſider the Characters you attribute to 
the Clergy *,—— They are Chriſt's Ambaſſadors, — 
"Tis with Pleaſure I expreſs the high Veneration I owe 
to worthy and learned Clergymen, ſuch as appear to be 
Perſons of Candor, Knowledge and Integrity; and ſuch: 
there be, who are an Ornament to human Nature, But 
in general, are not thoſe who profeſs themſelves Mini- 
flers of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, ſubject to like Paſſione 


With others; as covetous, as tyrannical, as immoral, and 


as ignorant as others? Are theſe Chriſt's Ambaſſadors > 
As, for my Part, I entertain a higher Notion of the Au- 
thor of the Chriſtian Religion, than to believe that he 
would intruſt either Fools or Knaves with a ſolemn Em- 
baffy and Commiſtion, not to mention that thoſe whom 
pour Lordſhip repreſenis as the {Ambaſſadors of Chri/?, 
and conſequently of Lowe and Peace, have frequently 

deen the Promoters of Diſcord, and the Herald; of Wrath 
and Ded: udien. Are they Watchmen? — Let them 
watch over Sou/7 as well as Tithes And let them pray 
not for Wealth, which is a Bleſſing they enjoy in com- 
mon with the reſt of Mankind, but tor Truth ark Grace! 
Are they SZepherds? — Let them feed as well as Heer 
their Flocke, and let them nov turn à Houſe of Prayer 
7 into 
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_ into a Den of Thieves, and gull Men of their Fortunes 
and Underſtandings together | Have they ſpiritual 
Powers that are in their own nature diſtin from, and 
independent of, all civil Authority? — Let them pro- 
duce their Credentials! Who would have imagined 
Hicks, Atterbury, Sacheverel, and Woolſton, to have been 
the Commiſſioners of Heaven ? But perhaps the laſt for- 
Feited bis Commiſion, by writing againſt your Lordſhip ; 
by declaring, that he loved and honoured the whole 
Royal Family, and that he prayed for them without pay 
which, if we may believe an Jagd, is more than any 

B----.p in the Kingdom doth, | 
It ſeems, they are likewiſe the“ Sucee/ors of the A. 
| foflles ; — ſome have thought them to be an illegitimate 
Brood, that have no Traces of their pretended Fathers 
Features; and tho' I can't ſay they work for their 
Liveliſhood, yet like many more of their Fraternity, 
they are obliged to the Pariſh for a Maintenance ; or 
othezyiſe obtain Penfors for keeping out of it, and re- 
fiding any. where but — where their Duty calls chem. 
However, I muſt not omit tranſcribing a few Para- 
graphs which have been already referr'd to, that may 
give further Light into this matter, ----- Agreeable 
„to the ſpiritual Commiſion, we have received from 
* our great Maſter himſelf, by the Succeſſion of his ap- 
„pointed Church-Officers, in ſo many Ages, and by vin- 
« gicating, on all proper Occaſſons, thoſe ſpiritual Powers 
e that have been ſo derived, as in their own Nature 
* diſtin? from, and independent of, ſecular Authority, 
Theſe we find are. maligned by Perſons that either have 
66 ne 
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* no juf Senſe of any Religion, or that have no Pretenc 
% to thoſe Prwers by Succeſſion, nor indeed by any thing 
« but an il, founded, and frequently an enthufaftical 
* Call ; and therefore no wonder they are ſo exaſperated 
<* againſt us, when we refu/7 to give up our 44 ifinguiſhing 
Character, and fink ourſelves into a Level with them. 
The ſceptical Writers on this Subject, pretend that 
we have derived our ſpiritual Commiſſion thro” the 
©« 7rnfure Canal, as they Call it, of the Church of Rome, 
and therefore betray a ſtrong Diſpoſition to invalidate 
* our Orders.” I would gladly be informed, my Lord, 
What theſe Rights of Succeſſion are founded upon. 
I doubt it will appear to be according to Firebrand Tar- 
tu fes Account of the matter, the Inſtrument of their 
Power being thrown by Phaeton ** ....- | 
I have known a Cobler, may it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
that could not earn Bread by his Trade, yet has been 
dubb'd a Prieſt in our Church eſtabliſh'd ; and to do 
bim Juſtice, he cobled Divinity as wretchedly as 0/4 
Shorz, Was this your Reverend Brother, my Lord, 
within the Line of Succeſſion ? If not, I ſuſpeC there 
will be many more upon an equal Footing. But allow- 
ing theſe fpiritual Claimants their Pretenſions, yet what 
do they ſucceed the Apoſtles in? It may be ſaid, — in 
their Unacquaintance with human Learning; but *tis 
hoped none will pre:end that they ſucceed them in the 
Gifes of he Spirit, They ſucceed likewiſe, in what the 
pet never bad, ——ſome Hundreds or Thouſands a 
Years 
ip Into the Sta the Water has ſo damag'dit, ; 

: bat none but Priefts could ever read it ſi nce. 
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Year, They ſacceed the Apoſtles too in 75% v 5 


Things which they honeftly rejected. lordly Pride and 

Pralatical Juriſdition, When Paul and Barnabas were 

repreſented as Gods, that came down in the Likeneſs 
of Men, they expreſſed a generous Indignation at the 
miſtaken Homage that was paid them. Bat their Suc- 
ceſſors, it {g2ms, aſſume the Inage of Goal, and refuſe to 
give up this aiſtinguiſping Character, ſo as to fink them- 
{yes into a Level with Men, They muſt be ſceptical 
with 2 Witneſs, my Lord, who dare preſume to call the 
Church of Rome, that boly infallible Mother, an impure 
Canal, thro' which you derive your Commiſſion ? A 
Ckarch impure that abounds with pure, un/ophi/licated 
Mines and Gold! Theſe ſceptical Writers are a Tribe of 
crazy Enthuſiaſts. Tis an impure Canal, as they call it, 
but zeur Lorofpip knows better Things, 


Thus, my Lord, as far as comported with my Deſign, 
have I examin'd the moſt remarkable Particulars in your 


two Charges to Jour Clergy. My View has been to do 


Honour to Cbrij/i ianity, and as far as is conſiſtent thers- 
with to your Lord/bip. What has been advanced, pro- 
ceeds from the molt ſacred Regards to Liberty, to Vir- 
tue, and to Mankind, If, my Lord, you ſh6uld think it 
neceſſary to have ſome Animadverſions upon what is writ- 
ten, the Author begs leave to inform you, that he'll be 
always ready to hear what is offer'd by Men of 4ftin- 
guiſhing Chara#er ; but ſhall think himſelf above taking 
Notice of any hired Miſcellaniſit, that retail Stupidity 
and Scandal, Wiſhing your Lordſhip a happy and ſpeedy 


Tranſlation in this World, I don't mean to the next, I 
have only to add, chat if conviuc'd of any Millakes in 


what 


* 
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what I have advanced, 5 me, my Lord, I fhall pubs 
lick!y tetract, and ah publickly ſubſcribe myſelf, the ve- 
ry Reverſe of Eccleſiaſtical Subſcribers, ſincerely, and 
without Pay, 


Your Lorpgnle's 
Moſt dutiful Son and Servant, 
In the Bonds of Uninterrupted 
7 3 Succeſſion and Lalalibiliy, 


esd N 25 Ar 3 - 
A A Revolutional Tory. 
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Lately publiſhed, by the fame Author, the 
two following Books, | 
Sold by R. Whitworth, Book{e/ler in Mancheſter, 


Acobite and Nonjuring Principles, free- 

ly examined ; in a Letter to the Maſter-Tool of the 
Faction at Mancheſter, With Remarks on ſome Part of 
a Book lately publiſhed, intitled, 4 full, true, and com- 
prehenfive View of Chrittianity, &c. wrote by Dr. Deacon. 
The Second Edition, with a Preface ſhewing the Occaſion 
of the ſaid Letter. Price 18d, 


R. Deacon, try'd before his own 
Tribunal; or, an Examination of the ſeveral Facts 
deuy'd by bim in the Gen#/leman's Magazine, for May 
laſt ; by thoſe very Rules laid down in his Catechiſm, 
for the Conviction of Offenders, In a Letter to the ſaid 
Gentleman. Price 12. | 


At R. Whitworh's afore/aid may be had, 


Ccafional Thoughts on the Power of 
curing the King's. Evil, aſcribed to the Ning, of 
England. To which is prefix'd, A Diſſertation on Super- 
fſtition in Natural Things: By Samuel Werenfels, Doctor 
and Profe ſſor of Divinity at Brazil, in Switzerland, 


AL Sh 


ORTY Hiſtories from the Spectator and Guardian, 
with Applications, never before printed. Price 18, 


Alſo, Price one Shilling ſtitck'd, 18 d. bound, 

The Family Jewel, and Compleat Houſewife's Compa. 
nion, or the whole Art of Cookery made plain and eaſy, a 
new Edition, to which is added, more than in any former, 
about 200 Receipts, and a Bill of Fare for every Month in 
the Year ; with the Manner of placing the Diſhes. 

Alſo, A new Edition of Burkitt's poor Man's Help, and 
Young Man's Guide, being one of the mott plain, practi- 
cal and valuable Family Books, ever yet prinied. - Price 
38d, being much larger Print than avy other Ediiion, -- 
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To which is added, a Collection of Maxims, and wiſe 


55 EDWARD BAYNARD, M. D, . 
0, NixrR Epirion, Corrida. if 


„ R. Whitworth's afore/aid may be Bad: 


1, » Lately Publiſh'd, 
Price 1. flitch's, 154, half bound, and 184. bound, 
HE UNIVERSAL JESTER: 


: and Macazine of Maxims. Being a curious 
Collection of Brilliant Jefts, Smart Repartees, Merry Con- 
teits, Facetious Drolleries, Comic, entertaining and im- 
roving Stroies, Sayiags of wiſe Men, Witty Quibbles, 
Notable Puns, Clenchers, Cloſures, Humbugs, and Ridi- 
culous Bulls, To which are added, Mr. Puzzlewit's Gim- 
cracks, conſiſting of Out-o'th*'-way Conundrums, diverting 
Rebuſſes. poignant Epigrams, odd and uncommon Epi- 
taphs, &c, Cc. Calculated to promote inoffenfive Mirth, | 


and divert good Company with Elegance and Tatte 


By FERDI NANDO KILLIGREW, E: 
| The Third EDIT! on much alter'd and improv'd. 


Sayings of the greateſt Men, both Antienis and Moderns, 
relative to the moſt intereſting Concerns of Life.” 


Extract from the Dedication to Schoolmaſters, &. 


That this Book may be rendered fitter to entertain and im- 
prove, to delight and profit, all that appear d to be low, | in- 
decent, or immoral, are left out in this new Edition, and 
many new Articles of an oppoſite Tendency, from Books pub. 
liſhed fince the foÞmer Edition of this, are added, and ſome. 
never before printed. + 
Asad that the Editor might make it flill more remarkably | 
e/eful, and improving in the moſt important Points, he bas 


4 


added ſome of the moſt uſeful Maxims and wiſe Sayings of 


both Ancients and Moderni, relative to the moſt intereſting 
Concerns of Life. . 


* Where may be had, Price 64. lately ſold for 1 2 
TEALTH, a POEM, ſhewing; 


how to proure, preſerve, and reſtore it, 
Io which is annex'd, the Doctor's Decaps, *"þ 
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